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Reading The Water

Newsletter of Golden State Flycasters and Trout Unlimited Chapter 920

Gary Borger - Fishing Alaska!

PLEASE REMEMBER: Our new -selling books on fly fishing:

meeting |l ocation i
the last page of this newsletter for
directions.

Col or
and

Systemo,

Gary also pioneered fly fishing video
instruction with his release of
ANymphingd in 1982
appeared in many videos for 3M and the
Federation of Fly Fish-

his month we will be treated to

a presentation on fishing in

Alaska by Gary Borger. Gary is
respected internation-
ally as an instructor,

; . ers. Garyods
writer, master fly tier, g
. work has earned him a
artist and, of course, ] ) )
' isting in

expert fly fisher.
P y in Entertai

was also a consultant
on the popular movie
AA River Ru
Through 1t0

After graduating fron
Penn State and then
the University of
Wisconsin with a
Ph.D. he taught vari-
ous sciences for 28

. AMaster of many fly
years. During this m fishing subjects, Gary

. . . . will also be hosting a clinic on October
time his recognized achievements were

noted in AWhoos whdO jeauringflycasting, flytying and
m]uch mor% For information ?bout this
o] CcHi evemento

Engineeringo, Me n LN i3
and fAOutstandithg PeCS“_B’P%aseg‘?Zta‘%t Ae Hpgrat
Centuryod scpiper@ucsd.ed(See page)9

Gary will be talking to us about his ex-
periences fishing
us to some of the best streams in search
of the silversided rainbows and salmon.

Gary started fly fishing in 1955 and
since 1972 has taught classes and lec-
tured around the world on all aspects of
fly fishing for trout and salmon. As a
freelance writer he served as editorfor Thi s
Fly Fisherman magazine and the Virtual 97 € at
Fly Shop. Gary has also written five best

meet i
Donot

mont hods
event .
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By Joe Hall

fly fish with and here | am, somehow the 2008 to hit the big actionIf you

President of San Diego's most progressive fly are interested, send Steve
fishing club, GSF and TU chapter 920. Big shoes to fillnote to get on his email list
as the past presidents, Sandi Jacob&fi®7, Steve scpiper@ucsd.edu
Piper- 2006, and John Wohfiel 2005 as well as Pat _
Case and Doug Atherton before them have all done anI never cease to be amazed at the many and varied
amazing job in growing our club to the point it is today. 1 trips our members make each year to far and exot
When I think of the pulse of this organization and the Places in search of a new Fly Fishing experience. If
varied talents, interests and efforts involved | know thay/Ou were at the September GSF members present
it is in part due to the leadership and fine capabilities of?ight you will remember being treated to a rare blend
these individuals. | for one have enjoyed every minute Of Personal fishing accounts. Don Brooks imparted hi
of involvement with this club and wish to thank all of ~écently gained wisdom on fishing for cutthroats on
you who have given your time and effort to make it the Galatin and Slough Cree_k in qutana. Roger and
what it is today. The remainder of 2007 and 2008 haveSue Crenshaw wowed us with stories and photos of
a lot of promise for us as an organization and the moreBonefish and Permit from their Turneffe Flats trip to
hands available to share in the efforts the more fun we Bélize. Not to mention the preparatory advise im-
will have in accomplishing our goals. As for me, | will Parted regarding oozing sun burnt skin and the neces

do my best to carry on in the same spirit as my prede- sity of skilled c_asting in constant Windy_ conditions.
CESSOrs. Pat Case provided us with an informative and objec-

tive look at fly fishing on the San Juan and Alaska
With that said: Fall is here and with it comes a bit of a with some great tips on what to expect and how to
change in the seasons for us. No, our local water has prepare for a tip to be remembered. Jerry Valencia d
not yet quite snapped down to a brisk 58° so enjoy it an outstanding job presenting a tip of a lifetime to
while you can. For whatever reason this time of year Mongolia in search of the "Lenok", an ancient trout
seams to bring the Halibut in close so you may wish toindigenous to this area. His recount and photos of thi
give that a try. This is however just my own observa- unique and forgotten place on our planet were out-
tion. My usual geto fly for this is a Roebeer Clouser  standing. All of this was topped off with a slide show
and admittedly my convenient location is South Carls-to music containing images from the year provided by
bad State Beach. If you live in North County | would  club members Norman Orida, Randy Smith, Steve
encourage you to give this stretch of beach a try. | call Piper, Bob Day, Sandi Jacobson, Dave Johnson and
it a sleeper location with little or no fishing pressure  myself.
due to the campground. And yetsm
the bit of reef rock present com-
bined with a consistent set of tig
flows and rips regularly create
good holes and lateral running
beach troughs perfect for easy
casting to hiding fish in close.
According to Steve Piper, our
local surf Guru, "The big event ig&
the mating of barred surf perch -
from October to December Thes our joint TU chapter 920 opera-
perch are livebearing so they e tions. If you wish to join us Wl_th
have to mate. This occasionally ‘ S “your efforts, photography, articles
brings big perch into the surf lineSteve will be lead-  Planning skills or just plain enthusiasm, your involve-
ing a club outing to the surf on a Saturday morning in ment would be greatly appreciated. For information

A mazing -- all | wanted was a few friendsto ~ October or November, time

That said, if you have a favorite
destination you wish to share with
us please let us know. Our trip
coordinator and chairman Dave

| Johnson has a ready ear for the
enthusiasm behind a trip and the
necessary planning skills it takes
to pull it off. Many hands partici-
pate in the running of GSF and

B, ‘i‘
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Presidentds Message cont é.

about our past and future trips you may visit our web
site at www.goldenstateflycasters.org. We are also

making a concerted effort to turn this site into infor-

mation central for all things GSF. On our site you will
find valuable articles about fly fishing destinations, fly
tying patterns, current GSF conservation efforts, ar-
chived GSF newsletters and our calendar of events.

would also like to thank the new GSF/TU 920
board of 2008 for joining me in serving for this
year. Rod Hendrickson is Vice president and returning
as education chairman. John Wohfiel returns as treas
urer and flyof-theemonth editor. Steve Piper returns as .
Secretary, video librarian and foasting clinic coordi- ~ Snake River

nator. Andy Firtel returns as monthly and annual raffle |akes. Left unchecked, these mussels multiply rapidly
chairman. Sandi Jacobson returns as Conservation Caand can damage water ecosystems/fisheries and clog
ordinator and TU Liason. We welcome Chuck Water- water treatment equipment. When the studies are co-
man to the board as director and Philanthropy Coordi- pleted, we will post the results and interpretation on
nator. Mike McClain returns as Program Chairman  the GSF website."

and thanks to him we have settled into our new meet-

ing location at Tio Leo's in Del Mar. A special thanks o what does the new year hold for GSF/TU 920 in
goes out to Bob Day for his outstanding work as treas-~=22008? My hope is more of the same. More trips
urer during the past year. Though Bob has given up hi®oth local and far, more membership involvement,
slot on the board he remains as our membership chairmore casting clinics, more fly tying and fly fish photo
man and for this we are grateful. classes, more conservation efforts and more involve-

_ _ ment in our local community of fly fishers promoting
A big thank you goes to John Cooney for being mem- our sport and fulfilling our charter.

bership chairman and we wish him the best as he re-
covers from his treatments. Get well John as we all  During the past two years GSF has done an out-
miss you very much. standing job raising funds through our various pro-
grams, raffles and conservation grants. As a board we
GSF continues to push forward with local conserva- gre carefully exploring the best ways to use those
tion efforts in accordance with our charter. | would funds in promoting our sport and fulfilling our charter
like to include this message from former GSF presi- as a norprofit conservation organization. You may
dent Sandi Jacobson our Conservation Coordinator:  keep up to date with our progress in this area by visit}

. . in r conservation n th F wi ite.
"GSF members are working on completing the macro- g our conservation page on the GSF web site

invertebrate collection and analysis of water samples B e sure to make our next monthly meeting on Oc+
taken from Escondido Creek. We have received grant tober 15th as we will have a presentation by Gary
funding from California Wildlands Grassroots Fund  Borger on Alaska, hopefully with some of his fine

for lab analysis of samples and field equipmentre-  presentation tactics thrown in. Gary has been a fly
quired for the studies. Macroinvertebrates are impor- fisher since 1955, He has taught classes and lectured
tant indicators of water quality because they are differ-internationally on all aspects of fly fishing for trout
entially sensitive to water conditions and contami- and salmon. Gary will also be conducting a one day
nants. So far, there is a strong showing of several macfiy fishing clinic on Oct. 20th including fly casting, fly
ros we imitate as fhfishers: mayflies and caddisflies, tying, and a variety of other fly fishing lectures. For
(mid range sensitivity) and scuds (relatively resistant more information on registering for this one day clinig

to poor water conditions). While we finish the remain- please contact Steve Piper at scpiper@ucsd.edu.
ing sites, we'll be on the lookout for the quagga mussel

that has recently been identified in several San Diego Thank you for listeningand Tiei nes t o af |
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Dreams Come True - Turneffe Flats

By Susan Crenshaw

Belize. When Roger & | were

invited to the annual GSF func
raising auction this year we actual
bid for and won the trip to Belize.
My constant smile increased 10
fold! Roger bought 12 weight Sag
rods, new reels, salt water floating
line, slime line for tarpon, flies for
tarpon, permit, bonefish, and new
UV 50 clothing from Solumbra.
Christmas!!!

I()ve al ways dr e

The timing was perfect. Hurricane
Dean had just passed through thes=
week before. The lodge at Turnef
Flats lost their dock (again) and h
to reschedule 14 anglers who ar-
rived when we departed on Septe
ber 1, 2007. After we left, Belize

was watching another Category 5

hurricane named Felix building in the Eastern Caribbeah t 0 s n o-weatheo anglea by fary means.

which we now know struck Honduras and then Guate-
mala, sparing Turneffe Atoll and Belize. We booked
from August 25September. 1, 2007

The owners of Turneffe Flats Lodge, Craig and Karen
Hayes, are hard working delightful people who do their
best to run a high quality upscale fishing and diving

| odge. -minutdboat rde f@oth Belize City to the
flats, a 36mile atoll with hundreds of areas to fish. But

The normal day starts with a hearty breakfast at 7an
then on the water before 8. Each couple has a com-
fortable fishing skiff with a 50hp 4 stroke outboard
engine- but no bimini top. UV clothing is a must and
then some! Bugs are only bothersome if and when
the wind stops blowing (never too rare).

Regular wad
ing shoes
with very
thick soles
(Simms) are
the best to
bring along.
The neopreng
type, which
are thin
soled, can be

cut through easily by the coral and rocks.

A typical day of fishing includes walking the flats
in water from 6 inches to 3 feet for53hours
fishing for bonefish. Catching one is great fun. They

Continued on page 7
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Surf &
Salt
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Block Island Surf Fishing

By Michelle Bowman Some of it looked familiar. Some, very

foreign. | asked the 28omething be-
ach year | head over to Block Island for a couple of weeks t@.:. 4 the counter about spots to fish

teach surfing to women. Block Island is a small 10 by 4 m"ewhat to use on the fly and what was

island 13 miles off the coast of Rhode Island. It's a great Surf)iting. He was pretty friendly and told
retreat in a spot with small surf (perfect for beginners) but good me, "Stripahs and bonies are biting.
weather and warm water in late August /early September. We do a Igb54 to The Cut". as he pointed to a

of surfing, yoga, hiking and biking. spot on the fingeprint laden map on

But what | was really there for this year was some fishing! The past the Pack of the shop door.

two years I've been...let's call it "shut out". | mg B |
the mistake, the past two years, of expecting tc

find tackle shops that would rent me a rod (I he

my own reel) and help a fellow fisherman out
looking for the local bite. Well, that wasn't the
case so this year | came prepared with rods, re
and flies... ready to tackle the infamous Atlantic
and whatever it had to throw at me!

Once on the island I hit up the more friendly of
the two tackle shopsBl ock | sl and
a small tackle shop with about 100 sq feet of
space, floor to ceiling with East Coast style tac
much of which | had heard of but never used.

Continued on page 6
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Bl ock I sl and

cont é.

I he Cut was the only openmg to the one big har- already | would use my spinning rig. | didn't have

bor on the island.

Most local boats went it
and out of this channel ==
at all hours of the nightf

and day. With the full

moon fast approaching

made my decision to hi
"The Cut" in the next
day or two
| could muster.

Two mornings later | arose at 6am thinking I'm the ~ were beginning to
early bird! I headed out to The Cut, snapping a few relax a little and
pics along the way as the island slowly woke up. actually started

| arrived to find several fishermen already there.
Spinners in full throttle, buckets of sand eels perched
on the sand, and looks of a little astonishment. Ap-
parently, Asian surfer girls in surf trunks with spin-
ning and fly rigs don't show up too often on that

stretch of the beach!

any of the infamous sand eels so | dug into my pack
and found my CA versionGulp shad! | erigged one

up and tossed it out. Not much luck for while but
then | slowed down the pace, let the changing tide dq
a little work for me and... TSSSSSSS...HOOK UP!
Landed my first East Coast fish...a small -leofal

fluke!

N eedless to
as
say the

e other fishermen

F

conversing with
me giving me
pointers on what
to use, where to
cast etc. All point-
ers were much
appreciated! It seemed to me that the bite was fairly

| nestled down into a little spot of my own and de-  Slow. | caught two more fluke on the morning plus

cided that with the bit of wind that was picking up

Meeting Details

Where:

When:
Cost:

Menu:

Continued on page 11

Ti o Leobs Mexican Restaur an
3510 Valley Centre Dr. San Diego (Carmel Valley)
(see map on back page)

Wet Flies 6PM, Dinner 6:45PM, Program 7:30PM
$15 for meal (includes tax and tip)

3 entrée choices. Beverages are extra
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Turneffe Flats cont é.

spook easily and are picky about what fly they wanttowe e k s hurri cane. He dj d
take. Accuracy is a must! A long cast with no false _

casting and a 14 foot tippet in a-RAot wind is really ~ The meals were great. Some nights were fabulous,
helpful. | recommend that anyone going on this trip  Others were adequate. We were so exhausted that

go to the beach on a windy, blustery day and practice. P€dtime was 9 PM in our wedippointed cabana on

o~

Trying to stop a bonefish, or a permit, is tough and
Roger was spooled twice by Permit. The guide has to
be notified of the fact t

ing, now! They will start the engine or pole along ﬁiﬁ“ﬁ.ﬁﬂi"%ﬂﬁﬁﬁgis |
with you to help you get the fish in. ENTRANCE
NO DRUGS.NO WEAPONS

NO TANK TOPS.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WiLL »
BE SOLD T0 ANVONE
UNDER 18 YRS ¢

the beach. Higispeed Internet, for anyone
who had to fikeep i n | ouc
e A2 , for free. We chose to take a pass enal,
S . 4 N O s and totally enjoyed our boot camp learning
ocean fishing at Turneffe Flats.

I recommend that anyone who loves ad-
venture and sun and flyshing give it a
go! Thanks to Gol den| St ¢

y first bonefish decided to.
run to the ocean from the
flat, saw a barracuda, and came
straight back at me full speed,
wrapping around a rock in the
process and almost running ove
me . My guide @l
and best guide at Turneffe Flats
Lodge, quickly untangled my lin
from the rock. | kept reeling mac
4 and landed my first bonefish.

One very serious angler was in
pursuit of the
slamo (tarpon,

fish in one day). He fished from
am to 6 pm. His biggest challeng
was the tarpon which migrated t
deep waters in the previous
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Fly of the month - Parachute Adams

By John Wohffiel

he Parachute Adams is If you research the parach

Sandi Jacobs 0A4&nS yol findsdvdral df

drY ﬂY and the one she goes ferent approaches to dress
to when fishing new water.

this fly. | prefer to get the
Thatodos endor seme n tuPighhwing gehup firgh 59 ¢
Sandi 6s not
say that if they could only have one dryscripe.
fly to fish, the Parachute Adams would
be it. The Adams fly and the Para-

chute Adams have a long history. The :
Adams was developed in 1922 in barb or not. If you are supporting

Michigan to catch a finicky neweuro- ¢ @t ¢h and rel ease
pean trout stocked to replace the the barb before you tie. Occasionally

Michigan Grayling and Brook trout  you will break a hook while crushing
that had been wiped out by overﬂshmgthe barb. So why not do it first. Easier

and habitat destruction in the Board- ) )
man River. Sound familiar? This fin- Y€t is to just purchase barbless hooks.

icky new trouti the Brown trout. Leo-
nard Hallady created the successful
Adams and named it after his friend
Judge Charles F. A(Ijams. 'Il'heIAdamsl) Start the thread at the 80% mark.
was so successful that it led to many i bTh'.S as_wherel the ugrlgh:]w;ng i
other varatiations and styles including \kllw' e tied 'n];f Selecta unkc Od ca
the parachute. The original parachute Nair- Cut it off square, stack and trim.

was know as a gyrofly and marketed M.easure .the hair on t_o p of the hook
through the sporfing goods store Wil- With the tips overlapping the eye. You
liam Mills and Son of New York. want the vertical length of the hair be-

yond the tie in point to be 1 and % to

ltds your choice o

Tying Instructions

The parachute style of fly is successful WO N0k gaps.
for many reasons. First, the body of
the fly supends in the surface film of
the water. Second, the parachute
hackle looks like insect legs supporting™ .
the body. Third, its size, shape and ~ USing & soft loop and wrap back to-
color suggests multiple hatches. And Wards the bend about 10 wraps. The

thebestforméi t 6s easy ¢S Sé‘%"%‘?‘“!' be showing. Wrap
forward to the tie in point. Hold the

There are plenty of excellent refer- hair vertical and then take a sin_gle
ences to tie this fly. My favorite is wrap around the base of the hair to
Randall Kaufmanos s_q:pp[og tlhqugg |E?1t'h%_ver§gcrl POg's |
Third Editiono  OfON¢TRodowand fhg wingwilnot o o
www.flyanglersonline.confior almost maintain \{ertlcal. Too high and the
anything on flyfishing and fly tying. ~ air will slip out.

Cut the butts on a diagonal to the hook
shaft so there will be a smooth transi-
tion when wrapping the body. Tie in

alonetha$Sdmethley apipsloarcmen 61 |

de -

Materials/Recipe

Hook: Standard Dry Fly-
Mustad 94840, 94845,
Teimco 100, 100BL, 900BL
Daichi 1100 or equivalents,
sizes 1218

Thread: Gray or Black, 6/0
or 8/0

Wing: Upright Bundled
Fiberi Predominantly Whitg
Calf, either body or tail
hair, but other colors such g
black or fluorescent are alsd
used to improve visibility
under certain conditions.

Tail: Grizzly and Brown
mixed hackle fibers, Moose
body hair, or Antron syn-
thetic fiber

Body: Gray dubbing-
Muskrat, Antron, or Super-
fine

Hackle: Grizzly and brown,
tied parachute style
(horizontally around the up-
right wing)



http://www.flyanglersonline.com
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Adamsfrom p. 8

Wax your thread if the wing is proving to be slippery. hackle pliers. If the feathers are too short for fingers |
See the example in the picture below. like using the Gary Kutz special, the electrical test lead
hackle pliers

4) The hardest part of this fly is tying off the para-
chute hackle and then forming a neat head. If you
have used hackle pliers you can just drape the hackle
over the near side of the hook in front of the wing.

The hackle pliers will hold the left over hackle in

place. Then use your left hand to pull back out of the
way all the horizontal parachute hackle just wrapped
while tying off and trimming the hackle feathers with
your right hand.

5) Form a neat thread head, whip finish or use three
hal-Ffhi t c he s, and trim. A
as Nails or some head finish of your choice.

| used a heavy black thread for this example.

Fish It

Once the horizontal holding wrap is in the right posi- Fish the Parachute Adams like any dry fly. Position

tion, extend it through the exposed butts to hold the the fly on the water to drift naturally into the feeding

horizontal wrap in place and then wrap over the hooKane of your target fish. Hmmm, that can be another
three to four times to secure . Another approach st ory. g

which uses more thread (a heavier fly )is to build up a
bump wedge in front of the wing to support it in a ver

tical position and then use some horizontal wraps Gary Borger Fly Fishing Clinic
around the base of the wing to form a post.

Fly fishing legendGary Borger will be conducting
2) Dub and wrap the body. It should be tapered u a unique fly fishing clinic on Saturday, October 20

the v;[/(ijnthﬁc\)l\\:\i/nogr. ;‘?eur cﬁg Wri?]p m‘z bz(:gcir?tftrg?]ta?;(le from 10 am4 pm in Solana Beach. The cost will be
J PPing P $60 and class size will be limited. Registration will be

3) Prepare the hackle feathers. Thin supple stem first come, first served, so be sure to sign up ASAP by
are desirable. The hackle length should be long contacting Steve Piper at scpiper@ucsd.edu;5338
enough to reach to the bend of the hook. Tie the
hackle feathers in on top of the body behind the wing

Shinny side of the feathers up. If needed dub more g cjinic will include handsn instruction on fly cast-

body in front of the wing. Using gray thread that . . . .
blends in with the body will reduce touch up dubbing ing and fly tying, and Powerpoint presentations on a

wraps after the parachute is wrapped. Wrap the pa variety of topics, including but not limited to little
chute hackle horizontally around the upright wing.  known tricks for reading the water, stalking fish, de-

The first wrap is at the base of the wing with each st signing flies, and presenting the fly. Gary has been a

ceeding wraps always under the preceding wrap. . . T .
Some feel that rotating hackle pliers really help in thi fly fisher since 1955 and a fly fishing instructor since

step. Some also wrap each hackle feather separate 1972, and the content of this clinic will be eoa-
intertwining the second hackle feather through the  kind, unique, and well worth learning about. For more

wraps of the first feather. | prefer stacking and wrap intormation on Gary, please visit his website at:
ping both hackle feathers at the same time without

4230 ext 15 to reserve your spot.

http://www.garyborger.com

ply
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Calendar of Events

Oct 15 Monthly Meeting Ti o L e @BM Gary Borger on Alaska

Oct 20 Gary Borger Fly Fishing Clinic 10 AMd 4 PM

TBA  Surf Fishing with Steve Piper 6 AMd 10 AM (Sat)

TBA  Club tour of Hubbs-Sea World White Seabass Tagging operation (Carlsbad)
Nov 19Monthly Meeting Ti o L e @BM Jeff Currier

GSF Trips Update

By Dave Johnson

October 19thi 21sti Kern River: The upper and lower portions of the Kern

River near Kernville offer Southern California fly fishermen and women a close and

productive stream capable of producing some excellent trout. Our plan is to drive to the lower portion of th
Kern River on Friday, October 19th and fish that afternoon and evening. We will then travel to Kernville where
we recommend the Kernville Inn, Kern River Lodge or Sequoia Lodge as possiiledoaccommodations
(approximately $ 100 double occupancy). On Sat pr de
River Troutfitterso spend the morning teaching ps |
guide or guides for the whole day. We will wrap up our trip on Sunday either fishing the upper portion of the
Kern River or returning back to the lower Kern River on our way back to the San Diego area. Lots more infor-
mation about the Kern River and alternatives for guide services and/or lessons is available at
www.kernriverflyfishing.com. Please contact Don Brooks at donbrooks@san.rr.com to confirm interest in the
lesson or guide services by October 10th since we will need to finalize reservations with the fly shop. Pleake
join us for this last organized trip of the season for The Golden State Flycasters.

4%

Crowley Lake Float Fishing - cancelled.

Patagonia in January / February of 2008 Interested?Please contact John Pak at john@espolon.cl for addi;
tional details.

Trips for 2008. We are currently putting
together a trip itinerary 2008. Please ¢
us know if there is a special destinatior
that would make a.
you have a destination that you would
like mentioned in the newsletter. We
encourage you to share your ideas the
club. Please contact Dave Johnson atjis
davej92128@yahoo.comith ques-

tions [/ suggestio



mailto:davej92128@yahoo.com

