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Reading The Water

Program- Members Present Night

ptember is here again! Do you have a favorite spot? A mys-
t 6s hard t derogséeqhniage jagded doyryfrem
L nother summer is com- a greatgreat grandfather? Or maybe
) just a funny story to tell? This is your
ing to a close.
chance. Every year our September
member presentation
program is one of the
clubds best

. We still have
- openings for
speakers so tell us
about your favorite

fishing trip. Or show
= us some of your fa-

Il tés been
year with lots of
great speakers and
clinics. But Septem-|==
ber is the month tha
we set aside to hearf®
about the many ad-
ventures of our own
members.

We have a very di- [ —:’-‘ﬁw‘;ﬁ: vorite photos. Of
verse group of tal- ===

— = = —just get creative!

= Presentations should

) | be 10 to 15 minutes in
hear all about their : length and can include

favorite places to slide or PowerPoint
stal k the #Abig °“<ﬁs§|£/s With so many

different fishing opportunities here in

the west, this is a great chance to dis-Contact Mike McClain at

cover some new techniques and se- mike.mcclain.b996@statefarm.com

cret fishinod hol efgrmoreinformationand to get
added to the agenda.

Our members also travel the world
seeking out some of the best fly fish-
ing to be found. Now is your chance
to tell us about your travels.

A

|l t6s al ways great

Newsletter of Golden State Flycasters and Trout Unlimited Chapter 920 —

September meeti ngl




Page2

Reading the Water

By Sandi Jacobson

he warm summer days on the river Hendrickson, Andy Firtel, John Wohlfiel

0 crisp mornings searching for and former director John Cooney for a pro-
whatever hatches come your way. Hope ductive year. Keeping with tradition, I'm
you had some memaorable fishing trips thispassing the baton after one year, and VP

September marks the transition from Treasurer Bob Day, and directors Rod

season that youdd | JokHallig poesidedsicaninge fowthetup- u
our Members Present night on Monday, coming year starting October 1. He is a
Septemberat Ti o L e o6 s néturaleademforehis group, and many of
new location for the monthly meeting).  you know Joe from meetings, fishing trips,
We have slots for three more speakers, fly-fishing classes he has taught (including
contact Mike McClain for more informa-  his Lee Vining caddis pattern) and have
tion. seen his graphics skills in the impressive
GSF displays he created. More information
Keep your calendar open for our October o, the Board of Directors Annual Meeting
speaker, Gary Borger, on October 15, fol- \yith elections on Tuesday, September 11 is

lowed by a special clinic with him on Oct. 5, the GSF website calendar page.
20". Many of you will want in on this

clinic that covers flycasting, and possibly Thi rd, i tdés ti me to
fly-tying and presentation, so contact | t 6 s--ge ta theyGSF website member-
Steve Piper early for details and reserva- ship page, download the form and send in
tions. your check. What do you get? The club

N calendar, trips and conservation pages will
September also marks transitions for GSFg j v ¢ you an idea. B
First, a warm welcome to our new news- ihe | ate Show with David Letterman.
l etter editor, Randy Smith. Randyodés t a
ents range from computer engineering to
artistic design and photography. Great _
mix--—-we ore fortunat e tOBensgnsEat oy ghe agmemberpf .
tor. Several of us have already benefited GSF:

We welcome the
following new
members:

Don Brooks
Don Schort
Mike Stevenson

William and
Penny Cox

Ted Roman
Gary Luoto

Also, please
welcome:

Randy Smith-
new newsletter
editor

John Wohlfiel -
new fly-of-the-
month contributo

from his expertise in the photography

class he taught this spring. Best wishes 10
and thanks to cfounder Pat Case for his
years as GSF editor.

You retire to Oregon, and make
the mistake of telling fellow mem-
bers that you have a spare room

We bid farewell to Gary Kutz§§s
as he retires to fiishing
country near Bend early nexia

Second, my term as president is ending
and it has been a pleasure serving the

memb_ershlp, V\_/orklng ywth the board and year . No doubk
committee chairs, getting to know many room booked months in ad- |

of you better and expanding our organiza—vance Gary has Contribuqu T
h' Sty

tions6 conservation S
. . . GSE In Pnén§ \ﬁagls. throu
and chairs work hard to make this a vital gy—tying and roebuildin

organi zation. Youol lassdsSfi€of-thel 8nfhgrsq- 4 2,
:gisrt])a nd in my Top 1 Olecﬁoﬁsrfo thle nevisiBetér, = 2

serving on the board and as| .

Thanks to fellow board members Vice ~ Programs chair in years pas -,
President Joe Hall, Secretary Steve Piper,nosting dozens of speakers i
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Presidentds Message cont é.

his and Bar barabds hofiske, @Stdastomaaldngway thikyea iw ledrning Waken
Gary, we wil/ mi ss youé. dquality testingltechniguesan logad sireams Bhanksi taj
Oregon, | guess. members Frank Kawasaki, Mac McCollum, Bruce
] ) o ) Granquist, Jerry Wilson, Jerry Valencia, Tom French
9) Having taken the casting clinics from the likes of 5,4 Randy Smith for contributing their time and tal-
Charles Jardine, Tim Rajeff, Chris King and Mike gnts  and to our collaborators San Diego Coast Keept

Kaul, you can execute a perfect curving roll cast San Diego Stream Team and The Escondido Creek

around the guy upstream @chseVahdy. W Rofle t&xparft the dcdh€ of fedtiry

been working for the last half hour. and habitat analysis to North County fisheries in futur
years.

Our speakers and instructors have beemtaiph this
year; thanks to Steve Piper for setting up - — 5 You breezed through
these clinics and to Programs Chair Mike AE . . the flytying class and

McClain for making the speaker arrange- are now teaching your

ments. dog to tie fI
out fishing

8) The local fly shops are on your spee

dial. Thanks to Rod Hendrickson

for organizing this and
other classes, and to Joe
Hall for being the lead in-
structor.

Fly shop trips are always a highlight to =
browse equipment, or get the latest word @&

whose taking what in which stretch of wate
Thanks to San Diego Fly Shop for working

with us on monthly raffle prizes, arld to Andy Koczon 4‘9 You gleaned enough information from the pro-
of Andy Montanaods for suPPadmkand dabskstriht ybubseany ff Selec- &

for teaming up with John Torok to offer that great o is no longer a Google search with a parachute.
Hatch reel and line combo for the raffle. Also thanks

to locals Jeff Stock of San Diego Fly Shop and An-  Some days require a number of entomological
drew and Jeff Dickinson of AJ Road Company fortripfiquer i es 0 bef ore getting

and equipment donations. gram speakers have offered solid advice on fly option
R depending on when and wh

7 Youdve had a shark on your fly I|line.
You went to Chevyods f ¢

This was a memorable GSF blue water trip of- 3)found no one there
fered by Conway Bowman in July. 27 shark caught on
the fly among thr ee boat BhankssteMike MdCkin fer mBking teertrédnsition te g
this issue. Thanks to Bob Day for setting thisupandto ur new meeti ng pl ace Ti
Dave Johnson ___ __ _ very smooth and to membership chairs John Cooney
for doing a P L5y T & and Bob Day for being email central.
great job set-
ting up other
GSF trips this
year.

6) You are

as quick Although Roger and Sue Crenshaw are in Belize aftg
with a trout ne : : » getting the poshurricane nod from the lodge, our
as you are with thoughts go out to the thousands of people impacted
a D-frame 500 um mesh net collecting macroinverte- DY this hurricane. We thank our Raffle and Silent
brates from a stream

2) You won the trip to Turneffe Flats, one of the
premier bondishing places in the world, at the
GSF Silent Auction and find that Hurricane Dean has
beat you to Belize by a few days

Continued on pagedl0
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Eastern Sierra Pack Trip

By David Johnson

e left for Cottonwood pack station at mid- began arriv-

night and arrived at 7AM to begin our adven- ing. With the

ture, And it was an adventure! As soon as | close prox-
was on my horse, our guide sent his horse into a frenzyimity to Mam-
when he accidentally touched his horse with a spur. Hemoth Lakes
was bucked off and | thought the same was going to  there are lots
happen to me. I t hought ofihikars. ¥e
Once things settled down we had a beautiful three hourd i d n 6t
ride up to the Cottonwood Lakes. Fortunately, the scenether fishermen until leaving at 11 to make our way
ery was spectacular as the fishing was not. A few back to the car. We did do some wading and you ca|
strikes, but none landed. Our guide Cory is seen loadingee from the color of the water that it drops off abou
50 feet from the shore. We cast to that line and
brought in several very| ni
throat Trout. John caught his on an old battered grass
hopper. A #18 Adams worked nicely for me.

>

A side benefit from this trip was getting a line on a
potential pack trip destination for next year. John
had previously packed with Dan Ferris so we looked
him up at Brocks in Bishop. After discussing the
problems we had finding a suitable destination for a
pack trip in the Sierras featuring large trout, he sug-
gested that we consider Virginia Lakes.

I encourage you to present ideas for future trips. All
it takes is one other participant and you have a
trip. Let us know if there is a trip that you would like

up our gear for the ride out. While it is a distant mem- to share with club memblkr

ory now, on Friday there was no question that we had
spent 6 hours on a horse the day before. For this trip,
we made Bishop our base of operations 3
there are plenty of places for lodging and
dining.

On Friday we made our way up to Saddle
bag Lakes, sharing the water taxi that toc .
us to the end of the lake with a number of®
day hikers. We began fishing at a couple *,
spots where streams come into Saddlebeg
and then moved to Greenstone Lake. Th#
fish were smallthere8 t 0100 bl
tive. John caught a dozen fish. All were i
the 8 to0120 range. =
ery, blue skies and rugged country.

On Saturday, after a 30 minute, hike we
were at McCloud (McLeod) Lake by 7AM
which gave us several hours before othe
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Rare corbina double taken

By Ed Zieralski, Staff Writer

fi San Diego Union Tribune

ike the Atlantic salmon, California corbina are called the
"fish of a thousand casts" by sdifhers who cast for them
along our coastline.

It's rare for one member of a ffishing group to catch one of these

Surf
News

With sand crabs showing in bigger
numbers and more plentiful along
the beach, corbina fishing is as good
as it's been all

ghosts of the surf, even more rare for two fly fishers to score a dOUbﬁeprinted with permission from Un-

on the croakers.

But that's what Tom Tripp and Tom Beard did Sunday, fishing with
Steve Piper of the Golden State Flycasters. Both Toms landed their
first corbina on the fly in the surf.

Piper said Tripp, who has only been fly fishing the s
for a few months, figured it was his last shot to get &
corbina on the fly before being deployed to Irag. He
Marine gunnery sergeant based at Miramar and he
for this third stint in Irag on Monday.

Beard, who is retired, has fished some premium tro
waters in Colorado, Wyoming, New Zealand, and A
gentina, according to Piper.

"He has caught many surf perch in recent months, |
this was his first corbina on a fly." Piper said.

ion-Tribune

Tuesday, July 31, 2007

q

$umn
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Mako Madness

By Steve Piper

A~ ihiflk we have com- niques for fly fishing for large game with them.
n pdfnyo, | s ai fikh vithoatthe dcapmmhnying huge
endligh to be heard over price tag. As he explained it, many n day 1 of the school, seven

the purring motor and the water ~ anglers save for a trip of a lifetime to = Golden State Flycasters and
slapping on the tlaeldotan dxatit lbcation td chasea '&60dsBob Day, Scott McGaugh,

sure because it was a bit like spot- tarpon, marlin, sailfish or taimen,
ting corbina in the surf. You think only to spend their precious angling
you saw some movement, but with time blowing chance after chance.
no more evidence to back it up,  And the clincher in this deal? The

you decide that reflections off the remarkable shortfin mako. We were don'ts of fly fishing for makos.

water played tricks on you. But  to find that this is an extraordinary
after a few more moments, all of  sport fishi fast

us, Captain Dave Trimble, Norman moving, hard
Orida, Pat Case and |, saw large pulling, hefty
mako sharks, accompanied by the (to more than
ubiquitous blues, come gliding 600 Ibs), with a
silently up our chum slick and un- penchant for
der the boat. Game on! aerial acrobat-

. _ics. Fortu-
This was day two of the 1st edition nately for us,

of the Ragged Edge Bluewater Fly Conway startec
Fishing School led by Captains fishing for the
Conway Bowman and Dave Trim- makos off of
ble of Bowman Bluewater Guide ggp Diego
and Oultfitters here in San Diego. years ago, and

Conway had conceived this as a  \yith Dave Trimble, he has learned
way to introduce anglers to tech- oy to get fly fishers hooked up

Photo courtesy of Conway Bowman|

Norman Orida, Pat Case, Ken
Kaufman, Joe Conway, and |, met
in a classroom at AIM Marine in
Lakeside to | ear

Conway covered a wide range of
topics including rod, reel, line, and
other equip-
" ment, flies,
where and

fish, boat
handling,
safety, and
fighting

fish. He
liberally
sprinkled his
presentation
with fish
stories. One that stuck in my mind
is when a hooked mako took off
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Mako Madness cont é. So back to day 2. We all met at Dana Landing
in Mission Bay at 6 am and split up into 3

like a bat out of hell straight away from the boat, then difoats piloted by Conway, Dave, and Jeff Stock.

a U-turn and headed straight back at the boat. ConwayBowman Bluewater has a large quiver of bluewater

tried to motor away from the oncoming fish but it kept fly rods and reels for client use, so we spent some

closing. Finally, the big shark came flying out of the watime matching up outfits with boatssome guys

ter and performed a cartwheel over the bow. The clientwanted to fish their own outfits, some were-left

turned to Conway and said that that was very spectacu-handed, some rigiitanded. We ended up with 8,

| aréand can we go home NO -

Dave Trimble, it turned out, is a master rigger, and itwa oo
very interesting to watch him demonstrat20 Ib class Sl
tippet to stainless leader ring to coffe@ored wire hay-
wired to 6/0 hook. I

I coul dndét get over the 1
They looked like something you could use for rappelling
off of El Capitani rope thick. And the fine machining

and simplicity of the big Tibor and Abel reels is always
something to behold. Cool. Conway and Dave took us
outside for a fish fighting demo. As Dave moved aroun;
like a fish, Conway explained about fighting angles and
drummed into us that you need to lower the angle of the
rod to use the butt to wear down the fisho need to 12, and 14 wt outfits in our boat in addition to out-

keep the rod high as in trout fishing. Good stuff. fits brought by Pat Case. The first stop was off of

4D barbl hooks for th K La Jolla to catch some bonito and mackerel on 8 w1
‘ onway and LDave use barbless NOOks Tor tNe Makos,, i - This turned out to be a good chance to get

and they tag ea_ch mako before release for researc sed to the boat, to limber up the fly rods, and to
purposes. The tagging process makes the release muc et a few casting tips from Captain Dave. When
more t|rr|1e c:)nsumlng a(r;d Sotenﬂalmgnge;or]s but Co /e had made enough bait, we motored a few miles
way Is clearly concerned about the Ing of these offshore to one of the Bowman Bluewater hot

S spots. Fish chunks and slurry were bagged and
hung over the side and we slowly motored along to
lay down a chum slick. When we stopped to rig
up, Dave told us that it could take from 20 minutes
to a couple of hours to lure in some makos. It
turned out that we were luckyour first one ar-

rived in 15 minutes or so.

As we bobbed on the bluewater waiting for the
sharks, even though the seas were pretty calm, |
was glad that | had decided to apply a Scopolaming
patch the night before;
breaking into a cold sweat and turning green and
could concentrate on the fishing. Several others in
the group decided to do the same; Norman Orida i
a veteran of many long range bluewater trips and
he has learned to split his in half to avoid getting

dry mouth, etc. A good tip for future trips.
fish1 as he put it, the makos have been very good to him

and his business and he would like to return the favor.

Continued on pag@

B
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Fly of the month - Root beer Surf Rat

By John Wohlfiel

he Surf Rat fly was originated base . | like to glue all the thread with
by Brian Hastings and is known Zap a Gap or head cement at this poi
as a consistently productive
surf fly for halibut, corbina, yellow
finned croaker, and barred surf perch.
The original has a tail of fluorescent
red marabou with holographic tinsel
and an orange cactus chenille body.
You can find a great picture and de-
scription of the original at

Tie in a medium clump of ginger mara
bou that will extend about 1 %2 inches
beyond the bend on top of the shank
starting at the eyes and going back to
the bend. | like to glue the thread
again here.

Then Tie in a single strand of pearl
flashabou by looping it around the ty-
ing thread and positioning it on the
side of the marabou nearest you. This
Steve Piper introduced me to the root gives two strands of flashabou going
beer version of the surf rat at one of thelown the near side of the tail. Repeat
monthly Flies, Lies, and whatever for the far side of the tail.
meetings. It is easy to tie and has
been my geo fly in the surf. | had Tie in the Cactus Chenille at the rear of
been having no luck in the surf and thethe shank and wrap the thread forward
minute | starting using this fly | started in front of the eyes. Wind the chenille
having success. Thanks again Steve!forward over the eyes and tie off. |

like to tie in the chenille on top of the
There are a lot of variations on the surfhook shank just behind the eyes and
rat. Check out: wrap the thread over the chenille back
www. flyfishthesurf.com/ to the bend to get a really secure tie in.
photo_album.html Form a neat head in front of the eyes,
for the Checkerboard surf fly which  whip finish or use three halfitches,
uses variegated chenille versuscactusand trim. Apply
chenille for the body of the fly and of- as Nails or some head finish of your
fers some other color combinations

www.garybulla.com/surf rat.htm

Sa

choice.
that may be of interest. | have seen
surf rats with grizzly marabou tails too. Fish It
Me , | 6m sticking to the plain vani/l
root beer, but it is fun to tie other ver- ast out over the incoming waves,
sions as well. let it sink, and strip it back fast
through the surf zone. Keep good con-
Tying Instructions tact with your fly so you can feel the
bite. You can also fish it parallel to the
tds your choi ce ogacherouys the troughs briight case

barb or not. Tie intheeyesonthe t o
top of the hook shank Clouser style
about 1/3 back from the eye of the
hook. Then wrap the thread back to the
bend of the hook and back forward to
the eyes providing a good thread

corbina on the

Materials/Recipe

Hook: Mustad 3407,
Tiemco 811s, Eagle Cla
AnBilly Pate
equivalents, sizes-@

Thread: Bright Orange or;
fluorescent orange 3/0 o
6/0

Tail: Medium clump of
ginger marabou (Hareling
with two strands of peatrl
flashabou or Krystal
Flash down each side.

Eyes 5/32 to 7/32 tied
Clouser style

Body: Medium root beer
Cactus Chenille (Hareling

Har


http://www.garybulla.com/surf_rat.htm
http://www.flyfishthesurf.com/photo_album.html
http://www.flyfishthesurf.com/photo_album.html
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Calendar of Events

Sep 11Board Meeting 6:30 PM

Sep 1Monthly Meeting  7:00 PM Tio Leo's Members Present
Oct 9 Board Meeting 6:30 PM

Oct 15Monthly Meeting  7:00 PM Tio Leo's Gary Borger

Oct 20Casting Clinic TBA Gary Borger

Mako from p. 7

For the next few hours, we took turns, one angler at avales as | staggered around the boat following the fisH,
time going one on one with the sharks. The routine and my stomach felt the effect of holding the fighting
in our boat was for Dave Trimbleto castahugeor- butt, | can only i magineg
ange plastic ;
teaser with a co
ventional outfit,
to tease a mako
into pursuit.
When the fish
was into casting
range, he would
yank the teaser
out of the water,
and directthe
angler to cast the )
big 120 [°
fly close to but |

As we were enjoying cold beers back at
the dock, we all heartily agreed that the
fishing had far, far exceeded all of our
expectations. All told, the 7 of us to-
h!m taled about 27 sharks, mostly makos,
from 50 to 110 I bs
Bob Day for coordinating this trip, my
fellow students for making this a lot of
a fun, and Conway, Dave and Jeff for put-
ting us onto many fish! This is a unique
™ fishery for a remarkable game fish right
here in San Diego, and Conway and
outside the maka:

’_.:iDave have it figureg
The idea is to get the mako to take the fly going away
from the boat since some of them go airborne imme-1 f youo6d | i ke to get in p
diately and could end up in the boat otherwise. The through his website at
sharks generally seemed happy to eat the fly but it
was a bit tricky to get a good hook set. But once the http://www.bowmanbluewater.cam
shark felt the hook, it was off to the races.

s we took turns over the next few hours, there

was plenty of excitement. Knucklausting
runs, spectacular multiple jumps, shredded fly line,
broken wire leaders, bent hooks, lost flies, makos
chasing blues under the boat, and shark antics at the
boat on the tag and release. In our boat, we ended
up with 5 makos and 3 blues from 50 to 80 Ibs. Last
year, one of Daveds clients
one of Jeffds went over 400
the smaller models, my biceps were sore, my knees
were banged up from bracing myself against the gun-

nded a 600

| a [
| bs. Since fr

Photos by Steve Piper, Scott McGaugh and Norman Orida



http://www.bowmanbluewater.com/

