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Reading The Water  

T 
his month GSF welcomes 

author Dave Ames. He will 

tell us all about the doôs and 

donôts of catching more trout, the 

common mistakes even experts make 

ï all presented from the point of 

view of the fish.  This presentation 

will include sections on dries, 

nymphs and streamers and 25 years 

of guide tricks, what 

works and why.  We will 

learn how trout hear, 

smell, taste, see and feel 

-- in other words, how 

trout think, how they 

remember.  He will 

show us how trout sense 

a whole different world 

in a whole different way 

than do humans.  He will 

also give us a look at the 

mind and extraordinary 

senses of trout and what 

it means to the fly fisherman hoping 

to catch more fish.  Dave will try to 

answer the question ñAre the fish 

smarter than the fisherman? Or do 

they just seem to be?ò 

D ave Ames was born in 1954. 

He tells us: 

ñThe age of ten was a busy year for 

me.  That winter I caught my first 

snook on a live shrimp in Florida; 

that summer I caught my first trout 

on a piece of corn in North Carolina; 

and that autumn I caught my first 

fish on a fly.  I was alone at a small 

farm pond near Lake Erie, fishing for 

bluegills with worms, except I was 

out of worms.  I didn't have anything 

better to do until college, so I kept 

casting; to my utter astonishment, a 

bluegill ate the bare hook just as it 

hit the water.  I experimented to see 

what else the fish would eat; a frayed 

strand of gray wool unraveled from 

my sweater and half-hitched the 

length of the hook shank 

worked best.  I knew I 

was on to something, that 

I was on the brink of 

some great truth, but then 

I discovered girls, and it 

was several years before I 

ever understood anything 

again. 

 

I n 1977 I earned a B.S. 

in Geology from Alle-

gheny College in Penn-

sylvania and a real job as 

a hydrologist for the Forest Service 

in Montana.  I lasted six months be-

fore admitting to myself that I was 

not cut out for a desk job.  I left that 

job to start an outfitting business, 

Glacier Wilderness Guides, a back-

packing, white-water rafting and 

mountain climbing business in Gla-

cier National Park. 

For the next twenty years I was a full

-time fly fishing guide, concentrating 

on rivers in Montana.  The bad news 

about being a Montana fishing guide 

is that thereôs no work in the winter.  

The good news is that thereôs no 

Dave Ames -  Einsteinõs Trout 

Continued on page  2 
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Well, hard to believe that itôs already been almost six 

months since our then president Sandi Jacobson conned, I 

mean persuaded me to take over the club newsletter. Just 

kidding, Sandi. Itôs been an eye-opening and definitely a 

fun experience!  

 

One of the most delightful aspects of assembling this 

newsletter has been the knowledge and creativity that has 

poured out from our members. Every month I look for-

ward to seeing something new and enticing arrive in my 

email from one of our well traveled and talented fly fish-

ers. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to 

submit your articles, trip reports, how toôs or other offer-

ings for future newsletters. I believe that itôs our mem-

bersô contributions that make the GSF newsletter interest-

ing and fun to read! 

 

Also, we are always looking for great photos of our mem-

bers ñin actionò. Please feel free to summit your images 

so we can all share your experiences. 

 

I look forward to seeing more great contributions from 

our talented membership. 

 

Thanksé.. 

 

Randy Smith 

rsimages@cox.net 

From the Editor  
work in the winter, which leaves time for fishing 

in warmer places, which, compared to Montana, is 

pretty much everywhere.  So during the winters, I 

have embarked on shoestring vacations that take 

me as far as my money allows.  Iôve fished for 

tuna and dorado in the Baja, tarpon and snook all 

around Central America, bonefish in the Caribbean 

from the Bahamas to Venezuela and for trout and 

piranha as far south as Argentina. 

I  started writing for magazines and newspapers 

when I was still in college.  My photographs 

and articles have appeared in dozens of magazines 

and newspapers.  My first book, True Love and 

the Woolly Bugger, a collection of short stories, 

was described by Tom McGuane as a ñperversely 

informative look at fly fishing in several of its 

most mutant formsò 

Daveôs second book, A Good Life Wasted, a 

novel based on his life as a guide, was described 

by Library Journal as ñmoving, thought-

provoking, sometimes powerful and always enter-

taining, a welcome and necessary addition to the 

literary side of the anglerôs world.ò  His third 

book, Dances with Sharks, a collection of three 

novellas, was reviewed as ñconspicuous for an 

eclectic intellect, deft touch, offbeat characters, 

humor and dead-on dialogue.ò  

D ave now runs a bed-and-breakfast in 

Montana (lodgepoleinn.com) where 

he lives near the Little Blackfoot River in 

the shadow of the continental divide, just 

20 miles west of Helena, Montana.  He has 

been active in conservation issues and is 

currently finishing a flow study of the Lit-

tle Blackfoot River, addressing the idea of 

a public trust doctrine that would ensure 

enough cold, flowing water to sustain trout 

fisheries for the long term.   

Dave will be presenting a show you donôt 

want to miss! ƹ 

Dave Ames conté. 

Silver Lake                                              R Smith  
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Presidentõs Message 

By Joe Hall  

W 
ith the year off to a nice start and quite a bit of 

recent rain and snowfall it looks like 2008 may 

have some decent water flows in store for us. If 

you have not already done so be sure to drop by the San 

Diego Fly Shop to pick up your 2008 fishing license prior to 

hitting the water. For some of us this simple task can be easy 

to forget with rather unpleasant consequences.  

 

GSF started out the year with a very useful presentation on 

Matching the Hatch by Dave Hughes at our January meeting. 

Dave's insight and ability to simplify the world of entomol-

ogy and trout behavior was extremely educational and re-

warding. The focus of his method is to be observant. What 

are you seeing? What are the size, form and color of the in-

sects present? Dave then seeks to build and tailor a selection 

of flies that will have the potential of matching the hatch any 

where in the world due to the similarity of form size and 

color of insects in their various developmental stages. Dave 

Hughes is a well known author of some 12 books on fly ty-

ing, fly fishing and entomology. If you are interested in more 

about Dave's approach to matching the hatch simply do a 

search on Dave Hughes fly tying on the web to obtain one of 

his books.  

 

S peaking of fly tying - the GSF fly tying class schedule is 

out with the first class scheduled for Feb. 7th at the Vi-

sions Unlimited studio. We will kick off with a class on tying 

the Wooly Bugger taught by Chuck Waterman followed up 

with the Zebra and Olive midges on Feb. 19th just before we 

head up to the 

Lower Owens on 

the 21st for some 

of the best brown 

trout fishing 

around. If you 

have never tied 

tiny midges for 

very selective win-

ter trout fishing 

this is your chance. 

Both the class and the trip promise to be as rewarding as 

ever. We will continue our Flying Tying classes through 

April with a variety of patterns meant to both improve our 

skill as fly tiers and fishers. If you are interested in partici-

pating please have a look at our class schedule in this news-

letter for sign up information. 

 

GSF's latest casting clinic was held on Friday and Saturday, 

Jan 25 and 26. This clinic was taught by none other than the 

"Shadow Caster" from "A River Runs Through It", Jason 

Borger himself. Jason is also the author of the highly ac-

claimed fly casting book, 

"Nature of Flycasting". The gen-

eral feeling among the 14 

GSFôrs who participated in the 

clinics was that Jason took their 

casting up at least a notch or 

two, and for Jason, his visit to 

San Diego was a nice break from winter in Madison, Wis-

consin. 

 

We also have on the schedule this month a Rod  Building 

Work Shop by Andrew Dickinson of AJ Rods. A Hands-On 

How to Build Your Own Fly Rod taught Sat. Feb 2nd and 

9th. This class comes complete with a rod kit prepared to 

your desired specifications with professional level instruc-

tion taught by Andrew Dickinson of AJ Rods. For more 

information contact Andrew at ajrodcompany@tfb.com or 

760-731-0862 for questions or sign up. 

 

Also coming up in March is the "Fishing Show West" in 

Pasadena, March 1-2. The raffle and silent auction items are 

accumulating rapidly for our annual raffle which will be 

held on March 31 at Tio Leo's. So if you have a destination 

trip in mind drop that lodge a line and request a 2 for one 

trip to be donated to our silent auction. We have a donation 

letter available for this very purpose, if you are interested, 

contact Andy Firtel at afirtel@san.rr.com. We will have the 

list of prize items up on the web site soon as the date ap-

proaches.  

 

A s San Diego Chapter 920 of Trout Unlimited we are 

all concerned over the health of our local fishery and 

what we can do to improve local stream flows for possible 

future re-habitation of spawning fish in our stream beds. 

With this in mind it is also a good idea for us to keep our 

eyes pointed to the north at this time as TU is making some 

very great strides in Northern California for the protection 

and re-establishment of Steelhead spawning grounds. Why 

is this important to us you ask? What is possible in northern 

California should be possible in Southern California. 

 

In 2004, Governor Schwarzenegger signed ñA.B. 2121,ò 

which directs the State Board to adopt a policy for main-

taining stream flows in North Coast streams by the begin-

ning of 2008.  Two thirds of the pending water right appli-

cations in the entire state are within the geographic scope 

which runs from San Francisco Bay to the Mattole River in 

Humboldt County. The policy will affect about 5,900 

stream miles in 3.1 million watershed acres ï an area the 

 

Continued on page  11 
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Water-boarding California Style;  

Can guidelines and principles make a difference? 

By John M. Marshall  

 ñWhisky is for drinking; water is for fighting over.ò 

attributed to Mark Twain 

S 
uppose that you own riparian rights to water in 

coastal drainages of Northern California. That 

means you own a 

chunk of the riverbank, creek 

bank, or gully down which 

the precious stuff often flows. 

You use water, perhaps quite 

a lot of it, on your grass, 

grapes, or hay, but you donôt 

try to sell it directly or trans-

port it long distances away 

from your shoreline. When 

you hear of the issuance of 

the new ñPolicy for Main-

taining Instream Flows in 

Northern California Coastal 

Streamsò (Division of Water 

Rights, State Water Resources Control Board, December 

2007), you might have a passing interest, but thatôs all. 

The policy has nothing directly to do with you because 

your rights are riparian. Conservationists are disap-

pointed that you are immune to this type of regulation, 

but for the moment there is little they can do about it. 

Now change the scenario. You donôt own riverbank, and 

your lands are a few miles away, but your great grand-

daddy arranged to buy some water from a guy who did 

have some riverbank. Ever since that time your family 

has used the water to irrigate grapes, bringing the water 

to your land by way of a straight and ugly ditch. Great 

granddaddy was only the third person to think of doing 

this on this particular creek, and the law recognizes irri-

gation as a beneficial use of water. Thus you (or maybe 

your rancher neighbor) have an appropriative right to 

the water that is seldom trumped and then only by the 

water withdrawals of the successors of the two guys 

who beat your great granddaddy to the punch.  You look 

at the ñPolicy for Maintaining Instream Flows in North-

ern California Coastal streamsò and you are concerned 

because it is about people like you who hold appropriat-

ive water rights.  

O n its face the new policy is not so threatening. It 

is almost innocently technical, a mere statement 

of guidelines and principles. But water rights en-

forcement is well-established in other parts of the 

law, and on a closer reading it is clear that the new 

policy is supposed to direct enforcement and permit-

ting. You are very con-

cerned about the policy 

because it limits diver-

sions to the months that 

are in most years the rainy 

season. Your grapes need 

water at a slightly different 

time of year, so you have 

to consider building an-

other storage pond, which 

will require a new permit 

and possibly some mitiga-

tion.  

Permitting is a headache, 

about which more below, but looking only at direct 

impacts, another pond wonôt help in a dry year be-

cause diversions are also forbidden when the stream 

level drops too low. Maybe you can persuade the 

wine-buying public that those vintages have a special 

quality due to the natural watering regime. Good 

luck! 

N atural variation in your supply of water from 

year to year is bad enough, but the new policy 

also requires occasional flushing discharges, some-

thing that has not occurred in this drainage within 

living memory. That means that in some years every-

one will have to let the high water rip through the 

streambed to remodel and rejuvenate it, instead of 

diverting the water to dry lands or storing it in ponds 

and impoundments. 

Thinking this situation over, you decide to talk to the 

civil engineer who has from time to time over the 

years designed improvements for your ditch. He in 

 

Continued on page  7 
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C 
hoosing a fly rod is an educational process. Learning about 

the history behind the brand is usually where I like to start. As 

many of you know and appreciate already, our industry has a 

legacy brimming with tradition and colorful history. When a quality 

fly rod is purchased or built, the legacy of American fly fishing is 

carried on.  

Shortly after learning to fly fish, I bought my first rod. My dad and I 

went up to Bob Marriotôs Fly Fishing Store to go rod shopping. We 

took a handful of rods to the affectionately dubbed ñBlack Riverò be-

hind the store in Fullerton, CA, and casted away over the asphalt. 

Though I canôt remember the employeeôs name or much of what he 

said, one phrase sticks out in my mind. He said, ñPlease donôt look at 

the brand, just cast and choose a rod based on what feels good to 

you.ò Good advice Iôve faithfully followed since the advent of my fly 

fishing passion. The feel and construction of the rod ultimately makes 

the difference between a fun or sour fishing experience. Over the 

years however, Iôve learned itôs important to evaluate a brandôs track 

record before making a purchase, especially for a really nice fly rod. 

Thereôs a lot to a brand; it stands for a companyôs integrity as a manu-

facturer and supplier. It points to the history of the company and its 

performance through 

changing times. A new 

item marked with an old 

brand displays the com-

panyôs investment in the 

future. In our fast paced 

society, a brandôs logo can 

often be the marker by 

which we find the latest 

craze on the store shelf, 

like the new wonder rod 

on the rack. In an effort to 

tone down and maybe be a 

little wiser in my purchases, Iôm trying to train myself to view the 

brand from its historical record rather than for its convenience or 

fashionable qualities.  

Iôve been reading about several old companies that set the standard 

for fly fishing craftsmanship in the U.S. Hiram Leonard Lewis and 

Charles Orvis are two standout makers of fine fly rods and reels in the 

nineteenth century. Both men built companies with a multifaceted 

vision that changed the world of fly fishing. Their companies were 

marked by innovative products, impeccable quality, and personalized 

service.  

T heir companies have long histories, bearing testimony to the 

sound business and manufacturing philosophies of their foun-

ders. Orvis Company has been in business since Charles Orvis 

opened a small rod shop in Manches-

ter, Vermont in 1856. To this day, Or-

vis Co. continues to sell fishing gear 

along with home goods and other out-

door products. In 1869, Hiram Leonard 

built the first Leonard rod out of Ash 

and Lancewood. His company and 

original manufacturing techniques out-

lived him by fifty seven years before 

the rod shop burned down in 1964.  

A nother trademark of their compa-

nies was innovation and inven-

tion. While Charles Orvis is known for 

developing the modern fly reel, he was 

building rods long before he developed 

his landmark reel in 1874. He began 

building solid wood rods as a young 

boy and started the C.F. Orvis Com-

pany to build rods commercially for 

the booming tourist industry in Man-

chester. Commenting on rod building, 

Orvis once said, ñThe construction of a 

properly balanced split bamboo rod 

for fly casting is a work of art and the 

art maker should be an expert fly fisher 

and a man of mechanical accuracy.ò 

Rod Builderõs 

Corner  
 

Andrew      
Dickinson 

Continued on page 11 

Choosing a Fly Rod      part 1 
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   Meeting Details  

 

 Where:  Tio Leoôs Mexican Restaurant 

    3510 Valley Centre Dr.  San Diego (Carmel Valley) 

    (see map on back page) 

 When:  Wet Flies 6PM, Dinner 6:45PM, Program 7:30PM 

 Cost:   $15 for meal (includes tax and tip) 

 Menu:  3 entrée choices. Beverages are extra 

Jason Borger Fly Casting Clinic  Photos bv  Steve Piper 
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turn brings in the lawyer who helped him design the im-

provements and now that you think of it, also okayed 

some improvements to the diversion that were put in ten 

or fifteen years ago. These two remind you of other facts 

that had slipped your mind. First, you have recently been 

withdrawing twice as much water as you have a strictly 

legal right to do, and second, the additions to your diver-

sion are not permitted and are therefore technically ille-

gal.  

Y ou remember this with a guilty heart and you think 

of nights of lost sleep some years ago. You looked 

up at the starry night sky and saw the satellites criss-

crossing it like fireflies, and you thought that with im-

agery from those satellites the California water board 

could see straight down on your illegally-improved di-

version. Somewhere you heard that remote sensing 

would revolutionize water management, and it worried 

you. Then, after a few restless nights, you reflected that 

Californians have been illegally diverting water for 150 

years and the whole complex body of California water 

law has taken shape without the help of remote sensing. 

In practice the guy in hip boots who carries a shovel as 

he walks the banks of a muddy ditch is probably more 

than sufficient to monitor and enforce. There have al-

ways been ways to regulate diversions. Itôs the will that 

has been lacking. You slept much better after that.  

Now with your consultants you try to understand the de-

cision of a decade ago. It turns out that the improved 

diversion was the product of skilled legal engineering 

that you did not fully appreciate at the time. Your ditch 

team made the illegal improvement and then immedi-

ately applied for a permit for it. There are situations in 

which it is easier to act first and later ask forgiveness 

rather than first seeking approval. That principle applies 

to diversion permits for a special reason. The State Wa-

ter Board managers, who are supposed to process the 

permit applications, are in a dilemma. If they approve 

the permits too casually, the Sierra Club and perhaps 

others will sue them and in view of the ten-to-fifteen 

year process that resulted in the ñPolicy for Maintaining 

Instream Flows in Northern California Coastal Streams,ò 

the decisions will be costly to defend. If the water man-

agers deny the permits, then owners of the appropriative 

rights and groups of their numerous allies will sue the 

agency. Neither outcome moves the agency towards its 

objective which is, one thinks, to promote economic 

growth in forms that are not too destructive of the watery 

environment. Therefore the agency does not act on appli-

cations. They are backlogged and likely to remain so 

for years.  

Your ditch-planning team points out that it read the 

future correctly. Your permit is still in limbo but you 

are using water at an in-

creased rate. In any later 

settlement you will likely 

retain some or all of the 

increase, and even if the 

increase is entirely revoked, 

you have several handfuls 

of years of extra water. This 

is a no-lose proposition.  

You can see that back-

logging causes a selection 

among projects that favors 

the outlaw. Conscientious 

people like you tend to wait a dozen years for guide-

lines and principles. Their projects tend to be more re-

spectful of the environment and they are more amena-

ble to modifications, negotiations, and mitigations. 

These are the projects that are prevented by the back-

log. Sharp operators like your attorney and engineer 

and most of their other clients are of a different type. 

They have a clear vision of bankable rewards, and they 

go ahead with their projects. Theirs are the worst pro-

jects, but in the institutional environment in which back

-logging makes sense, the possibility of suffering a se-

vere penalty is minimal. Meanwhile they book profits, 

if their plans work out, year by year. 

T o you the situation is unbearable. You are not that 

sort of land-owner. You are a responsible citizen, a 

pillar of the community, and you can afford to get by 

with a little less water. You are eager to have action on 

your permit, and if it is turned down, so be it. Consult-

ing with your team, however, you are in for a disap-

pointment. They do not expect the backlogging to end 

any time soon. The forces that kept it in place are only 

slightly modified by a statement of guidelines and prin-

ciples in an under staffed, over burdened, obscure gov-

ernmental bureau. As long as the Sierra Club and its 

allies hammer on enforcement issues, the backlog will 

persist. You have heard of permitting processes in 

which another strategy was used by the conservation-

ists, a strategy that focused on compromise and nego-

Water-boarding conté. 

Continued on page  9 
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Fly of the month  -  Mercerõs Micro Mayfly Nymph 

By John Wohlfiel  

Last month we talked about John 

Barrôs famous Hopper, Copper, Drop-

per.  Mercers Micro Mayfly and Micro 

Mayfly Nymph are the perfect drop-

pers for February in the lower Owens.  

Mark Rosen, a guide we use as often as 

we can in the Sierras, reccomends and 

uses this fly a lot.  

 

The Mercer part of this fly is Mike 

Mercer, writer, fly designer, and fisher-

man.  Mike has been associated with 

The Fly Shop in Redding, Ca. as a 

travel specialist for a long time, but has 

a lot in print in ñFly Fishermanò  

magazine as well.  Miker authored a 

book in 2005, ñCreative Fly Tying 

(Masters on the Fly series)ò, but his 

flys were already  well know.  Two 

reviews of the book on Amazon.Com 

both give it 5 stars - with slightly dif-

ferent slants.   ñGreat book, not for 

beginnersò and ñOne of those rare 

books that wonôt make you regret 

spending time reading instead of fish-

ingò  Sounds interesting! 

 

The name of the fly gives us a hint of 

itôs difficulty.  MICRO!!  Umpqua 

Feather Merchants ñThe Umpqua En-

flycopediaò has great pictures of Mer-

cerôs Micro Mayfly and Micro Mayfly 

nymph.  Both are bead head flies. They 

are offerd in sizes 14, 16, and 18 for 

the nymph and sizes 20, 22, and 24 for 

the Micro Mayfly.  To most of us 

thatôs teeney weeney.  18, 20 and 22 

are the sizes most nymphed on 

the Lower Owens.  So, think 

small, but donôt be intimidated.  

We can all tie these ï with 

enough magnification!!  It does  takes 

some getting used to after you have 

been tying Clousers for salt.  So it will 

be slow going until you get used to 

handling small materials again.  Itôs 

just another nymph, but it falls into the 

hot fly category. 

 

You can find the recipe and some 

pretty good insructions with step by 

step pictures for the Micro May Fly at 

www.orvis.com  in their April 2004 fly 

of the month archive.  Another web 

site www.americanflyfishing.com  also 

has a good recipe, instructions, and 

some background info, under patterns, 

fly tying, micro mayfly.  Both recipes 

use a body of stripped peacock herl 

with a counter wrapped rib, which 

when looking at the ñEnflycopediaò 

would be the nymph version.  The Mi-

cro mayfly has a dubbed body.  

 

Tying Instructions  

1.  Place a bead on the hook.  Start 

your  thread and wrap the hook shank 

evenly to the bend. 

2.  Tie in three pheasant tail fibers for 

the tail, hook shank length. Tying them 

in one at a time seems to work best for 

me. 

3.  Tie in fine silver wire for the rib 

 
Materials/Recipe 

 

Hook: Perfect Bend, Down 

Eye, 2x Wide, 2x Short, 1x 

fine, caddis pupae, emergers, 

shrimp Hook, TMC 2487 or 

TMC 921 Standard Dry Fly, 

sizes 18 - 24 

 

Thread/Head:  Uni 8/0 to 

match thorax dubbing color, 

Copper  Bead Counter 

Drilled. I used a Bennechi 

10/0 because thatôs what I 

had in Olive. 

Tail:  3 ringneck pheasant 

tail fibers 

Rib: Fine Silver Wire 

Body/ Abdomen:  Peacock 

herl that has been stripped to 

a bare quill with an eraser.  

Erase in one direction only, 

not back and forth. 

Wingcase Stripe: Pearl 

Flashabou, finished with a 

drop of epoxy.  Since only 1 

of the recipes I checked used 

epoxy, I used Hansonôs hard 

as nails which lit up the 

flashabou just fine. 

Wingcase: Two slips of dark 

mottled turkey tail feather or 

pheasant tail fibers 

Thorax:  Superfine Dubbing, 

Olive or Brown 

Legs: Same as Tail  

 

http://www.orvis.com
http://www.americanflyfishing.com
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Adams  cont... 

and visibility. Pick the size of the Copper John by the 

depth of water - the primary mission is weight  to get 

the rig in the strike zone.  Large Copper John for deep 

water ï small for skinny water.  Match the hatch and 

hatch size with the dropper fly, your Mercerôs Micro 

Mayfly nymph.  ƹ 

and the stripped peacock herl for the body/abdomen. 

4. Wrap the stripped pea herl forward to behind the 

bead, tie off, and trim. Take the thread back to the 

point you where you will start the thorax. 

5.  Counter wrap the silver rib forward to your thread, 

tie it off, and trim. Uniform spacing is key. 

6.  Tie in a single strand of pearlescent Flashabou fac-

ing the back over the body.  When pulled over the 

wing case it will emulate the split of the wing case 

opening. 

7.  Tie in the 6 pheasant tail fibers by the base, tips 

facing back over the body.  Make sure they are long 

enough to form the wing case and then the legs when 

tied off to the sides. 

8.  Dub the thorax, which should end just short of the 

bead. 

9. Bring the pheasant fibers forward over the thorax 

forming the wing case and tie off.  Do not trim.  Split 

the pheasant fibers into two groups of three each and 

fold them back over the sides of the thorax to form the 

legs.  They should be longer than the thorax, but not 

longer than the body. Tie them into position with a 

few thread wraps. 

10. Bring the Flashabou forward over the wing case, 

tie off, and trim. 

11. Whip finish or half hitch behind the bead.  As 

noted earlier, you can place a drop of 5 minute epoxy 

on the wing case or use some other glossy finish over 

the wing case. 

 

Fish It  

As usual you are looking for a dead drift when nymph 

fishing.  You want your fly to dead drift in the current 

as if it was a real mayfly nymph washed off the bot-

tom.   Add weight to your leader if you get in faster 

water to keep the fly near the bottom and in the strike 

zone.  Remember the hopper, copper, dropper formula 

from last month, if you want to use a three fly rig.  

Pick the Hopper or Attractor Pattern for floatability 

tiation in the permitting of low-impact projects. Trout 

Unlimited and some of its allies are rumored to take 

that stance in the present crisis. Your legal team is 

skeptical. 

Since the regulators are no help, only you can take ac-

tion. Well, you have a conscience and you will act. You 

call in your engineer and attorney and tell them to take 

out the improvements, return the diversion to where it 

was in 1992, and cut back water withdrawals from the 

stream.    ñNo good,ò they say. 

Y ou canôt reverse the improvements without a per-mit. Any earthmoving in the stream bed is obvi-

ously forbidden. One neighbor has become dependent 

on the water trickling over from your ditch, and another 

neighbor has built a barn in the middle of the gully 

downstream of your pond.  Now what do you do? 

Should you wait and depend upon the guidelines and 

principles and the whole dead-locked permitting proc-

ess, or should you call your brother-in-law, the bull-

dozer operator? ƹ 

Water-boarding conté. 

GSF Fly Tying Class begins in February!!! 
 

8 weeks on Thursdays -  6:30 to 8:30 PM 

 

Schedule: 

Class 1.  - Feb 7th  - Wooley Bugger 

Class 2.  ï Feb 19 ï Zebra Nymph, Olive Midge Nymph 

Class 3. ï Feb 28th ï Elk Hair Caddis 

Class 4. ï Mar 13th ï Black Ghost Streamer 

Class 5. ï Mar 20th ï Clouser Saltwater Fly 

Class 6. ï April 3rd ï Saltwater Crab 

Class 7. ï April 10 ï Parachute Adams 

Class 8. ï April 24 ï Stimulator, with foam 

$25 class fee for members, $55 for non-members 

 

Contact Rod Hendrickson at sagerod@cox.net 
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GSF Trips Update  

By Dave Johnson  

Feb 2008 - Lower Owens in Bishop.  We have reserved a block of rooms at the LaQuinta Inn in Bishop for the evenings 

of 2/22 and 2/23/08.  To reserve your room please call 800 642-4239 and identify yourself as a member of Golden State Fly 

Casters.  They will be holding rooms for us until 2/1/2008 on the confirmation number is 6046GRPMKQ.  This has been a 

very popular and well-attended trip.  This is a great location as their breakfast room is a great place for us to hang out, tie 

flies and tell lies.   If interested in a guide, please let us know.  We travel to Bishop on Thursday or Friday (2/21 or 2/22) 

and return on 2/24. 

 

May 2008 ï Mammoth area ï Details forthcoming. 

July 2008 ï Montana.  This was a really great trip last year so we will be returning to Montana in July.  We will be book-

ing guides for this trip soon, so please let us know if you are interested.  You can join us for the full 9 days or, if you prefer, 

for just a few days.  Last year, we caught lots of trout in the 14ò to 20ò range - cut throat, rainbow, bull and brown. 

July 2008.  ï Another Blue Water trip.  

August 2008 ï A Virginia Lakes pack trip from the McGee Creek pack station.  One day in and one day out with four full 

days of fishing.  The trip will include all meals and other amenities. 

October 2008 ï A trip to the Sacramento River (Hat, Pit, Fall).  Details forthcoming. 

July August 2008 - Alaska - Salmon Fishing on the Tsiu River 

October 2008 - La Paz, Baja MexicoðTrip dates are October 4th-8th, 2008. This trip will be limited to six fly fishermen/

women; however, you are welcome to bring non-fishing spouses/friends. The cost for this 5 day/4 night/3 days of fishing 

trip is $675/person double occupancy, two persons per boat; plus airfare. Non-fishing spouses/partners are $300. We will be 

working through Tailhunter International. All openings are first come first served. 

Contact Patrick Case at red20hook@aol.com or 858-692-3771 for details. 

Mid -November 2008 - Steelhead. A trip to the Trinity River in Northern California.  

There will be 2 or 3 days of guided fishing - NorCal Guide Services 

www.fishncgs.com.  Accommodations can be either at basic motels in Weaverville or 

at the famous Strawhouse resort www.strawhouseresorts.com on the Trinity River.  

Contact  Clive Furrows  (619) 222-7500  cfurrows@cox.net. 

Additional ideas for trips :  September / October - Lake Crowley, Green River, Whis-

tler BC.  If interested in these, please let me know so that we can keep you informed. 

If you have additional trip ideas or if you want to express your interest in any of the 

above you can do so by filling out a trip survey at our next meeting or you may email 

Dave Johnson. at davej92128@yahoo.com.ƹ 

 

   Calendar of Events  

 Feb 18 Monthly Meeting Tio Leoôs  7 PM        Dave Ames    

 Feb 19 Fly tying class Visions Unlimited  6:30 PM       

 Mar 31 Annual Raffle Tio Leoôs  7 PM  

 Feb 19 Fly tying class Stone Crest  6:30 PM   

McLeod Lake                     

mailto:red20hook@aol.com
http://www.fishncgs.com/
http://www.strawhouseresorts.com/
mailto:cfurrows@cox.net
mailto:davej92128@yahoo.com
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GSF Video Library News 

 

The GSF library has acquired many interesting 

DVDs and tapes over the last 2 months including 

Mel Krieger's Patagonia, Borger's classic "Fly 

Fishing for Trout", "Nymphing by the Numbers" 

and "Fishing the 

Madison" by Kelly Galloup, and "Secrets of Steel-

heading" by Jim Teeny.  Several of the titles are 

useful background for this year's club trips to the 

Lower Owens, Montana, and 

NorCal steelheading. 

 

Library DVDs and tapes are 

available to be checked out free 

by GSF members at club 

monthly meetings. Suggestions 

for new purchases, and dona-

tions, are appreciated.  Many 

thanks to members Clive Fur-

rows and Rich Liebig for their 

generous donations of 4 titles 

each! ƹ 

 

Club Librarian Steve Piper 

 

Prez conté. 

size of Connecticut, Delaware, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 

and Rhode Island. Trout Unlimited has been working with 

representatives from the wine industry and other stakeholders 

to propose common sense solutions for the A.B. 2121 pol-

icy.  But the A.B. 2121 policy is only the first step. For more 

information on "A.B. 2121" please login to: 

www.waterrights.ca.gov/HTML/instreamflow_nccs.html 

 

T he "Water & Wine Program" grew out of TUôs discus-sions with representatives for the wine industry, and it 

will move beyond the confines of the traditional water right 

system.  By working collaboratively with water users, TU 

hopes to achieve a new water future for California with the 

value of streams, tributaries and fish habitat as important as 

the vineyards that grace this land. If you are interested in the 

"Water & Wine program" please download the Water and 

Wine publication on the GSF web site. 

 

Here's to a great February, pick a trip - and have a great time.  

 

See you on the water.      Joe Hall ƹ 

He was a man who understood that quality prod-

ucts drew their own following; hence he used very 

little public advertising but built a customer base 

with tourists coming to the Orvis family resorts in 

Manchester and large scale catalog distributing. By 

1872, Orvis ads were rarely seen in sporting maga-

zines, their catalog was enough to promote a profit-

able mail order business. Both in marketing and 

manufacturing, Charles Orvis focused on innova-

tion. Hiram Leonard was blessed with an extraordi-

nary mechanical mind. He was a self taught engi-

neer and avid outdoorsman. For him, working on 

fly rods came naturally, just like gun smithing and 

canoe making. While Leonard was alive, his com-

pany dominated the rod industry because of his 

innovation in designing bamboo tapers, new suc-

tion fitting waterproof ferrules, hexagonal blank 

diameters, and a beveling mill that is still used to-

day. The current demand for his rods on the collec-

torôs market is proof of his fine craftsmanship and 

ingenuity.  

L ooking at the histories of our founding compa-

nies can give us valuable insight for evaluat-

ing the companies of our current industry. From a 

consumerôs perspective, I think a trustworthy fly 

fishing company will have the ability to weather 

changing times, manufacture new, innovative prod-

ucts, and always have a personable, open door pol-

icy with its customers. Much of my decision mak-

ing when purchasing a fly rod rests on my knowl-

edge of the companyôs integrity to stand behind 

their brand. Itôs been my ex-

perience that the companyôs 

history gives a reasonable pre-

diction of their future commit-

ment to stand behind warran-

ties and customer support. 

Learning about the history of 

the brand is not only interest-

ing but also educational in 

helping to choose a fly rod. 

For the next two parts, we will 

focus on choosing the right 

action and weight for your 

casting style and fishing appli-

cation. Happy new year to all of you!  ƹ 

Fly rod conté. 


