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Reading The Water  

I 
tôs September again and that 

means something very special  -  

Members Present 
night at our September 

15 monthly meeting! 

Every fall we invite our 

members to step up to the 

mike and tell us all about 

their great summer trip, 

favorite fishing spots and 

secret techniques.  

J oin us on Monday, September 15 

for a night full of fun and travel 

from all over the globe. 

This year we will feature presenta-

tions from members Tom Beard, 

Steve Piper, Bob Day, Chuck Water-

man and (maybe) Joe Hall. 

Some of the subjects and destina-

tions will include 

New Zealand, the 

Green River, San 

Diego salt wa-

ters, Montana 

and  working 

with fishing 

guides. 

 

T his event is always a lot of fun 

and full of interesting and valu-

able information. ƹ 

 

Donôt miss our September meeting! 

Members Present! 
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Presidentõs Message 

By Joe Hall  

I 
 hope all of you have had an outstanding summer 

of travel to exciting waters both near and far. It has 

been over a month since six fortunate GSF mem-

bers made the trip to Missoula Montana, and yet it still 

seems like yesterday that we were casting enormous 

dry flies to large trout ready for the take. Rod Hen-

drickson once again crafted an action packed trip that 

covered five rivers and three creeks in seven days. Our 

days of drifting wound us through the Clark Fork, the 

Bitterroot and the Blackfoot. All three of these rivers, 

though different in their makeup, were a pure pleasure 

to fish with plenty of action and all possessing beautiful 

scenery unique to each one.  

 

Our guides from Grizzly Hackle did an excellent job of 

putting us on fish and giving us just the right amount of 

direction to come away better for the experience.  

 

W e also had the pleasure of wade fishing the Big 

Hole River and Rock Creek in Montana as well 

as Kelly Creek and the Lochsa River in Idaho. Our 

group for this trip in-

cluded Rod Hendrickson, 

Dave Johnson, John 

Wohlfiel, Frank Kawa-

saki, Jerry Valencia and 

myself.  

 

I am truly amazed at the 

size of insects occupying 

this fishery. The go to 

dries were Golden Stones 

and Yellow Sallies in 

sizes 6 to 8 as well as 

PMD's, Stimulators and 

Caddis in 12 to 16. When 

it came to the dropper 

nymphs, the Copper 

Johns of just about any 

variation were just killer 

as was the San Juan 

Worm. I think we all 

came away owning at 

least one version of the Purple Haze which seemed to 

be a local favorite on the Big Hole. The great thing is it 

really did work there and on Kelly Creek as well.  

 

T he proliferation of 

trout in this area 

is simply amazing. It 

seems each day we 

were tested by an assortment of Rainbows, Cutbows, 

West slope Cutthroats, and Brown trout. Dave John-

son's trip record of a 31" Bull Trout remains safely in 

tact from last year. If you have a hunger for this area 

be sure to check out the fishing report on the Grizzly 

Hackle web site: www.grizzlyhackle.com. They seem 

to be having an outstanding season and are expecting 

it to hold up throughout the fall.  

 

The GSF end of summer event "Breakers, Beans & 

Breakfast" came off as delicious as ever. We did see 

Corbina cruising the shoreline but could not claim a 

catch. Steve Piper and John Wohlfiel once again 

treated us to an outstanding clinic on fishing the surf 

with plenty of tips and a useful approach to finding 

fish in our local waters.  

 

Also introduced at the BB&B event are our 

new GSF T-shirts. With the introduction of 

our new GSF logo we have printed up two 

different GSF style shirt graphics, one for salt 

and one for fresh water on four different col-

ors of T shirts. If you missed the BB&B we 

will have the shirts and our new hats at our 

next Monday night meeting on September 15 

at Teo Leo's. We have given these shirts a 

very attractive price of just $10.00 each which 

just covers the cost of the silk screened shirt. 

We also have GSF embroidered hats for 

$15.00 which are a great match to either the 

T's or the fishing shirts we introduced in July. 

Our whole goal is to promote our club with 

these items and get the word out in a wearable 

and fishable way. 

 

O ur next meeting in September promises 

to be an assortment of travel advise, 

beautiful spots to add to your "Must Fish Be-

fore I Die List" and an assortment of Fish Lies and 

Flies. This is our annual members present night. If you 

have a travel adventure you would like to share with 

us please contact Mike McClain at 

 

http://www.grizzlyhackle.com.%20
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Presidentôs message cont.. 

mnbmcclain@adelphia.net. We would very much like to 

hear about where you have been and the great fishing you 

have experienced. Our line-up of talent is 

already getting dialed in so be sure not to 

miss this event.  

 

S eptember also marks the end of GSF's 

fiscal year and the end of my term as 

president. I have greatly enjoyed serving GSF 

together with our outstanding board of direc-

tors. It is amazing how much work goes into 

the running and operations of this club with 

all that GSF accomplishes throughout a year. 

I will be passing the baton to the very capable 

hands of current Vice President and President 

nominee Rod Hendrickson. Rod has done an 

outstanding job as education chair bringing to 

GSF a new program "Trout in the Class-

room". As the title indicates Trout in the 

Classroom educates elementary school stu-

dents as to the growth, habitat and value of 

trout. You will also recognize Rod as the guy 

who so effectively covered the duties of president in my 

medical absence for which I am very grateful.  

 

Our board is sad to say goodbye to Sandi Jacobson as she 

passes her conservation water testing kit on to Frank Ka-

wasaki for our next term. Sandi has accomplished much 

while serving GSF, her latest is to secure and carrying out 

a grant for the Steelhead Habitat Restoration and Water 

Quality/Bioassessment Analysis on the San Luis Rey 

River. This grant funding for our studies has come from 

the California Department of Fish and Game. Sandi has 

served four consecutive years on the GSF board dur-

ing which she kick-started our conservation program, 

served as President in 2007, VP 2 other years, and 

took care of numerous first time financial filings re-

quired by the IRS as GSF has grown. Add to this her 

important function as our Trout Unlimited Liaison 

and you have one impressive record. Sandi, we can-

not thank you enough, you will be missed!  

 

F rank Kawasaki and his team of volunteers, Jack 

Marshall, Linda Ivor, Chris Steinhardt, Dave 

Kerr and "volunteers (in training)" from San Diego 

Coastkeepers, are diligently collecting and analyzing 

Hey! We have a new logo! 

Look for it on our new GSF shirts and hats! 

Continued on page  6 
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O 
ne of the appealing aspects of fly fishing is 

that you could be involved it in for a lifetime 

and not learn it all - fly casting, fly tying, 

knots and rig-

ging, entomol-

ogy, fish species 

and their behav-

ior, presentation, 

tackle, different 

fisheries and 

locations, etc.  

Sure, you can't 

learn it all but 

you can sure 

have fun trying. 

In the past 2 

years, Conway 

Bowman and 

friends have 

greatly increased 

the scope of our 

fishing experience by introducing us to three local San 

Diego fisheries -  mako sharks offshore,  multiple spe-

cies in the local kelp, and largemouth bass in San Diego 

reservoirs.  Next up, next Spring, we will learn about 

sight fishing for carp from John Hendrickson and Con-

way, as well as more about makos and bass.  Each of 

these new pursuits is a potential life changer - or at least 

they can dramatically change what you think about 

when you daydream about fly fishing. 

T he recent bass class by Conway and John Hen-

drickson had that quality for me.  I grew up in So-

Cal and have long been aware of the largemouth bass, 

and the fact that San Diego is home to a world class bass 

fishery with the largest Florida-strain bass in the world.  

But very surprisingly, I have only dabbled in bass, at 

20 year intervals.  I suppose the need for a watercraft 

was a deal breaker for me.  In my early teens, before 

I could drive a 

car, my older 

sister Melinda 

drove me to 

Lake Sher-

wood, north of 

LA.  At the 

boat dock, we 

discovered that 

a person with a 

driver's license 

had to be in 

the boat at all 

times, so my 

sister sat in the 

john boat read-

ing a book 

while I rowed 

around to likely looking structure and tried to coax 

up a bass.  I was armed with a variety of plastic 

worms, a couple of precious Arbogast and Heddon 

lures, and a hodgepodge of ideas that I had gleaned 

from my primary form of fishing in those days - read-

ing Outdoor Life, Field and Stream, and Sports 

Afield magazines from cover to cover.  I needed to 

get my money's worth on the boat, so I kept this up 

for 8 hours, at intervals negotiating with my sister for 

more time as the sun beat down on us.  Sometime in 

the early afternoon, one 8 inch bass took pity on me 

and grabbed my plastic worm.  I didn't learn much 

from that experience other than to confirm that my 

sister has a good heart and a boatload of patience, 

and that bass don't just impale themselves on hooks 

 

Bass, The Beatles, and Conway Bowman 

By Steve Piper  

Photos by Steve Piper and Norman Orida  
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like stocker trout do. 

"Be brave!" exhorted Conway.  He was coaching fel-

low GSF member Pete Pelletier and me this past Au-

gust as we took 

turns standing at 

the bow of our 

boat, casting 

Dahlberg divers 

toward the shore 

of Lake Hodges 

with 7 wt floating 

lines.  "Be brave!"   

There was a band 

of 30 feet of 

dense stickups between our boat and the shore.  You 

can play it safe and pick at the edges as we had been 

doing.  You won't get hung up, and you won't lose bass 

bugs that way, but you'll never catch a bass either.  

Throw that bug deep in the stickups where the bass 

hang out.   Over the next couple of hours, Pete and I 

found, very much to our surprise, that you can work 

that bug up and over obstacles, plopping it in little 

openings, and get hung up only once in a while.  Weed 

guards help, and tricky roll casts to 

back bugs out of cover work too.  We 

learned this and many other things 

from Conway and John Hendrickson 

in their recent bass class.   Also, we 

learned that bass swim to deeper wa-

ter, or deeper into the cover when the 

sun hits the water.   Hmmm.  If only I 

had been coached on these things back 

in the days when The Beatles were 

driving young girls to tears, my sister 

wouldn't be able to end the story, only 

technically in error,  "and he didn't 

catch ANYTHING!" 

If you would like to change your day-

dreams, enroll in a GSF class with 

Conway and friends.  Or hire John Hendrickson for a 

bass or carp session, and have him coach you person-

ally from high up on the poling platform of the new 

Bowman Bluewater G3 bass boat. 

And if you are the bookish type like me, I rec-

ommend the L.L. Bean Bass Fly Fishing 

Guide (2007) by Dave Whitlock, and Large-

mouth Bass Fly-Fishing: Beyond the Basics, 

by Terry and Roxanne Wilson, if you can find 

a copy costing less than an arm and a legé 

A lso check out the amazing work of an 

extraordinary bass bibliophile Clyde 

Drury at http://hometown.aol.com/bassbks/

index.html .  He has compiled a complete and very 

lengthy list of all of the bass books ever published, 

including a separate list for fly fishing titles.  He also 

edited and published the autobiography of James 

Alexander Henshall, M.D. (1836-1925) who he refers 

to as the American Izaak Walton, and who others have 

called the Dean of American Anglers and the Father of 

American Bass Fishing.  ƹ 
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water samples throughout the San Luis Rey in fulfill-

ment of this grant. This data will ultimately be added 

to the California Department of Fish & Game Report 

in support of the Steelhead Habitat Restoration pro-

ject. If you are interested in more information about 

our GSF conservation efforts please visit our conser-

vation page on the GSF web site and be sure to catch 

Frankôs conservation update later in this newsletter. 

 

2008 has been a great year for GSF & Trout Unlim-

ited Chapter 920, the following is just a brief review 

of accomplishments and thanks to those involved in 

making it happen. 
 

Å  Our annual conservation raffle and 

silent auction raised over $6,000.00 to 

fund GSF projects thanks to Andy Firtel 

for his tireless acquisition of donated 

items, Norman Orida for petitioning 

many donations by letter request and 

Chuck Waterman for bringing superb 

organization to an otherwise chaotic 

event. 

 

Å  GSF held eight fly tying classes covering every-

thing from nymphs and dries to streamers and salt 

water patterns. Thanks to Chuck Waterman for pull-

ing together the curriculum, schedule and teaching, as 

well as instructors John Wohlfiel and Steve Piper. 

Chuck will be leaving our board after one year, but 

will continue on helping with the raffle and our up-

coming clinic to "Teach a Marine to Fly Fish". 

 

Å  John Wohlfiel has faithfully provided us with in 

depth fly patterns in each issue of "Reading The Wa-

ter" just to help us all keep the right fly in front of 

fish. Of all our members John has truly earned the 

reputation as "Iron Man Volunteer" as he covers all of 

the Fred Hall show events, takes your cash at our 

monthly meetings, keeps all of our GSF accounts 

straight as treasurer and pulls all of the GSF equip-

ment out of his garage every time it is needed. John - 

where would we be without you? 

 

Å  An additional eleven issues of "Reading The Wa-

ter"  have been added to our archives and enjoyed by 

all of you flycasters. A special thanks goes out to our 

editor Randy Smith and all of our contributors who 

have made this publication so much fun to read. 

Randy will also be relinquishing this particular fly 

Presidentõs message conté. 

line soon as other pressing matters occupy his time. To 

Randy we say, "thank you much and may rising fish 

follow you". If you have an interest in serving as the 

editor of "Reading The Water" please contact me at 

joeh@goldenstateflycasters.org. Your efforts would be 

welcome.  

 

Å  At the recent BB&B I heard someone ask Steve Piper 

if his middle name wasn't "Pied"? As appropriate as that 

may seem, many of us have benefitted from his steady 

stream of well organized and informative clinics on eve-

rything from Casting, Bass Fishing, Salt & surf, Blue 

Water & Kelp, and the San Diego Bay. 

Thank you Steve for being so organized 

and if you have a video out on loan please 

remember to return it to him. 

 

Å  And where would we be without some-

one to keep us informed of all this fun 

thanks to our membership chairman and 

email messenger Bob Day. If you are in-

terested in some of the best tips on our bay 

be sure to quiz Bob. They don't call him 

"Bob on the Bay" for nothing...  En La Mosca! 

 

Å  Most of you know that GSF belongs to a speakers 

guild from which we pull in some of the finest speakers 

for our monthly meetings, events and clinics. A special 

thanks goes to our program chairman Mike McClain for 

keeping our monthly meetings on track and running 

smoothly. 

 

Å  GSF successfully organized a number of outstanding 

trips this year thanks to each one of our Trip Gurus. If 

you have a favorite trip you would like to pull together 

for friends and fellow Flycasters, please let us know. 

We would very much like to be a part of your plans. 

 

Å  Pat Case our former newsletter editor has compiled 

over 130 "Reading The Water" articles all published 

since 2002 into an index by Topic, Title, Author, and 

Newsletter Issue for download from the GSF web site. 

For quick access to all of our articles please go to 

www.goldenstateflycasters.org/Articles.html. Thank 

you Pat. 

 

W ell that's it for me, thank you all for your support 

and best wishes. 

 

See you on the water.  Joe Hall 

mailto:joeh@goldenstateflycatsres.org
http://www.goldenstateflycasters.org/Articles.html
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   Meeting Details  

 
 Where:  Tio Leoôs Mexican Restaurant 

    3510 Valley Centre Dr.  San Diego (Carmel Valley) 

    (see map on back page) 

 When:  Wet Flies 6PM, Dinner 6:45PM, Program 7:30PM 

 Cost:   $15 for meal (includes tax and tip) 

 Menu:  3 entrée choices. Beverages are extra 

 

 

 

Adventure on San Diego Bay  

By Robert Day  

J 
uly and August fishing has been superb for big Spot-

ties in San Diego Bay. The first Saturday morning in 

July I fished the front of San Diego Bay for the first 

time in a couple of months.  The water temperatures 

ranged from 70 to 72 degrees.  We were able to get some 

of the biggest Spotted Bay Bass of the year.  Most of the 

30 fish we caught were the large variety with a couple at 

or above 2 pounds.  

The second weekend in July found me in Long Beach for 

a family gathering.  Being the fly fisherman that I am I 

had to take En La Mosca to some new waters.  I gave the 

Long Beach Wall a try on Sunday morning at the urging 

of David Valadez from the Fliflicker Board.  We fished 

the inside and outside of the all from 6:00 AM to 10:00 

AM for over 30 fish in a slow moving tide.  Most were 

smaller Calico Bass with some Mackerel mixed into the 

catch.  Following the advice from all of the books I have 

read, we had some of the best fishing at the openings of 

the Wall where the current was fastest. 

The tides were good the next weekend and San Diego 

Bay was on fire!! I learned from my San Diego Bay 

mentor, George Tuthill that the best fishing happens 

when you have at least 3.5 feet of tidal exchange in the 

bay.  It does not have to be high to low or low to high, 

just water moving.  That was the case this weekend.  I 

fished San Diego Bay three days this week with real 

good fishing.  On Friday, my brother and I took his 7 

year old grand daughter out for her second ever fishing 

trip.  The pressure was on the En La Mosca reputation 

of never having a fisherman skunked.  She came 

through!  Payton landed 7 fish and two of those were 

casted, hooked and landed by her.  She was a happy 

little girl. 

S aturday, Tom 

Beard of Golden 

State Fly Casters 

fished with me and 

he brought along a 

friend, Martin Ma-

jul.  Martin is a fly 

fishing guide from 

Argentina specializ-

ing in Trout and 

Golden Dorado.  

The fishing was a 

little slower but we 

did get Martin some 

Spotted Bay Bass. 

David Valadez from the LA area brought his boat down 

and met Randy Smith and me on Sunday.  David had 

Continued on page  10 
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Tying a Double Weed Guard  

By John Wohlfiel  

I 
n July, I was looking for a simple Bass Popper 

pattern to tie up so I had a fly to fish for Con-

way Bowmanôs Bass Class.  In August, we had 

the fishing portion of the class on Lake Hodges.  It 

was another great session. We did not catch any 

bass, but it wasnôt because they were not there.  We 

had big bass busting the surface just 3 to 10 feet 

from the boat. Too bad we never hit upon the right 

combination of fly, retrieve, and depth to hook up.  

During the course of our fishing the likely bass 

hangouts on Lake Hodges, I got to see first hand 

the advantage of a weed guard on a fly.  My boat 

mate, Ted Roman, was throwing a fly in, on, and 

around sticks, branches, trees, and whatever was 

sticking up out of the water and dragging it back 

out with impunity.  Meanwhile, I was spending a 

lot of time with my unguarded fly out of the water, 

hung up on the same structure. 

 

 So for this monthôs Fly of the Month I decided to 

check out weed guards. There is an amazing variety 

of weed guards, mono and wire, single and double, 

fresh water and salt, that fishermen have come up 

with.  The reason for all the variety is the desire to 

protect the point of the hook from structure, but not 

from biting fish.  Evidently some field testing is in 

order.  Just as evident, I didnôt have time to do any 

field testing prior to this article. But I choose a 

mono double weed guard for these reasons. 1. It 

seemed like there would be a lot of trial and error 

associated with wire guards (plus I didnôt have any 

of the right materials) 2. A single weed guard must 

be pushed right or left when a fish bites, while the 

double weed guard which is already splayed to 

both sides of the hook point just spreads further to 

expose the hook point when the fish bites.  So 

much for the scientific reasoning of the selection 

process. 

 

There are a lot of resources for tying weed guards, 

but a Google search on ñTying the Double Weed 

Guardò led me to an unexpected source.  You 

Tube.  Thatôs right the on line movie clip place.  I 

havenôt visited the site much except for weirdo 

funny clips sent to me by friends.  So thatôs the im-

pression Iôve had of You Tube.  Just a place for weirdo 

movie clips.  Wrong! You Tube has great fly tying clips 

as well.  As a matter of fact, Steve Piper sent me a note 

last week to check out the 4 part Dahlberg Diver clips on 

You Tube.  Terrific!  I also saw Jerry Wilsonôs ñBass 

Bunnyò plus lots of other flies.  It appears that You Tube 

could be very addictive. OK, in any case three great vid-

eos on tying double weed guards.  ñTying a Double Weed 

Guardò  by Marc Pinsel; A Capt. Matt Wirt of Reel Ad-

venture Charters Video on double weed guards, and ñFly 

Tying Weedguards for Saltwater Flyfishing Fliesò by 

Danny Sauvageau.  All three do it just a bit differently ï 

my favorite Marc Pinsel. 

 

Of course ñThe Fly Tierôs Benchside Referenceò by Ted 

Leeson and Jim Schollmeyer is another good reference 

source once again.     

 

Tie It|  

You tie in the first portion of the weed guard, tie your fly, 

and then finish off the weed guard.  The method de-

scribed below is the same one demonstrated by Marc Pin-

sel in his You Tube video.  

  

1. Cut off about a 12ò piece of monofilament (mono).  

This will be way long but we will adjust the length as 

need later.  I used 25 pound, but pick what you think will 

be sturdy enough and still has flexibility.  17 lb fluorocar-

bon  to 30 pound mono was suggested. 

 

2. Tie thread in and wrap in a base layer 1/3 of the way 

down the bend. Bring the thread back up to the start to tie 

in one side of the monofilament on the opposite side of 

the hook. I applied crazy glue at this stage.  
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equal and about ½ to 1/4 inch below the hook point. 

Lock in with an additional 10 to 12 wraps and check 

the alignment etc.  Whip finish, trim, and cement the 

thread leaving the ends of the weed guard ñas isò for 

now. 

 

7. Cauterize the ends of the of the weed guard being 

careful not to burn the body of your fly.  This leaves a 

small ball of material at the end of the mono that en-

sures a leg 

of your 

weed 

guard will 

not pull 

through. 

 

If you are 

tying a lot 

of weed 

guards a 

battery 

operated cauterizer used for eye surgery is a perfect 

tool. It would be pretty handy for making black mono-

filament eyes as well.  In my case I just used the side 

of the flame from a small butane lighter to do the job. 

Once again, be careful not to burn up your fly in the 

process. 

 

Fish It  

Through it in the junk and pull it back out.  Let me 

know how you think it affects your hook up rate.  But 

in any case you will able to fish water thatôs impossi-

ble without a weed guard.  

 

Tight lines!   Johnƹ 

3. Bring the thread back to the hook mid shank and tie 

in the other side of the mono with about 5 wraps. 

Adjust the weed guard line length to get rid of some 

of that excess line.  Eyeball by holding the mono loop 

up to the eye and have the two sides of the weed guard 

measure about ½ inch or more below the hook point.  

Trim the excess line and complete tying in the second 

piece of mono on the near side of the hook.  I used 

crazy glue on this base again.  You will now have a 

flat hook base to tie your fly versus round. This works 

well for the Gurgler Pop I tied in black and purple 

colors.  

 

4. Tie your fly as you normally would while leaving 

space at the eye to finish the weed guard. 

 

5. Finish the double weed guard by twisting the loop 

of the mono material and tying it in loosely at the eye 

of the hook. The X formed by twisting the loop gives 

the weed guard more strength. 

  

6. Nip off the top of the X loop and adjust the weed 

guard loops on both sides of the hook point to be 
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   Calendar of Events  

  

 Sept 15  Monthly Meeting Tio Leoôs 7 PM       Members Present    

 Oct   Fly Fishing Clinic for Miramar Marines   Volunteers Needed    

 Oct 13  Monthly Meeting Tio Leoôs 7 PM  Rick Hafele 

 Nov 7  Steelhead Trip      Contact Clive Furrows 

Martin Majul of Argentina with first SD Bay Bass 

Bryan Webb, fly fishing guide from Bob Marriottôs Fly 

Shop and his father Mike with him.  You can see Davidôs 

report on www.fliflicker.com.  Both boats had an epic 

day of fishing.  David reported over 150 fish landed over 

the entire day with Mike catching a Bonefish on a swim 

bait on the beach side of the entrance to San Diego Bay.  

Randy and I landed well over 30 fish in the morning.  

They included Spotted Bay Bass, big Sand Bass, some 

small Halibut, Barracuda and Mackerel.  The front of San 

Diego Bay is the place to be with water temperatures 66-

70 degrees and very good action when the tide is moving.  

My plan was to concentrate on this area the next few 

weeks. 

T he last weekend in July still had great fishing as 

Dave Valadez came back to San Diego Bay again 

and was back on the fish again.  Even though the tides 

were not ideal he was able to land 60-65 fish Saturday.  

His catch consisted of Spotted Bay Bass, Calico Bass, 

San Bass, Yellowfin Croaker and some small Halibut 

from various parts of the bay all on the fly rod.  Sunday I 

fished the front of the bay for some very good fishing on 

larger Spotted Bay Bass and Sand Bass.  We had a num-

ber of small Halibut and even had a double hookup on the 

Halibut with the fly rods.  Once the tide went slack, 

around 9:00 AM, the fish stopped biting. 

I also did two off-shore trips to learn more about the kelp 

beds.  I fished with my brother on his boat and went to 

the Cardiff kelp beds.  I put out the chum bucket and im-

mediate had bait fish and Mackerel around the boat.  We 

also saw some small Barracuda but could not get them to 

bite.  We went back to the La Jolla kelp beds and I was 

able to get into some of the Barracuda action and landed 

4 before heading back to Mission Bay. 

On July 31st I hooked up with Jeff Stock for a teaching 

session in the kelp beds.  The current was not good in La 

Jolla so we ventured north.  We found two balls of Red 

Shrimp Creel that had Mackerel boiling all around 

them.  The first ball had a flock of Pelicans sitting in 

the middle of the boiling Mackerel.  The second ball 

had a seal lying in the middle of the creel waiting for a 

Mackerel to swim by.  No other fish under the Mack-

erel.  We went back to La Jolla and found a good cur-

rent working and we were able to land some nice Cali-

cos while drifting. 

A ugust was no different than July.  The first week-

end had very good tides and very good fishing.  

Saturday, Pat Case fished with me in the front of the 

bay.  We had glassy calm water that was 68 degrees 

and a very good incoming tide all morning.  We landed 

the trifecta of Bass; Spotted, Sand and Calico for at 

least 35 fish for the morning. When things got a little 

slow Pat pulled out his white curly tailed creation to 

make the bass go crazy again.  Go to Patôs blog, 

www.AnglingThruCancer.blogspot.com, to learn how 

he has used fly fishing to help him through his fight 

with cancer. 

San Diego Bay conté. 


