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Reading The Water  

ñAnother Seasonò with David Lambroughton  

L 
ucky is the person who 

can fish all year long, 

chasing trout and steel-

head wherever and whenever 

they are ñin season.ò Our June 

speaker, David Lambroughton, 

is just one of those lucky per-

sons who can spend half the 

year, from spring until Octo-

ber, in the northern hemi-

sphere and then jaunt down to 

the southern hemisphere for 

November through May.  And 

what are those locations? --  

none other than British Co-

lumbia and New Zealand.  And 

not only does David fish, but 

he takes great images to use 

in his presentations as well as 

for publication in his annual 

calendar, David Lambrough-

tonôs Fly Fishing Dreams,  that 

he has been publishing for 

more than 20 years.  

In the British Columbia portion of Davidôs show, we are going to see 

and learn about that areaôs full season from lake fishing in the spring to 

summer trout rivers to chasing summer run steelhead from July 

through October on Vancouver Island, the Dean, Skeena and Thomp-

son Rivers.  The other half of his program will cover both New Zealand 

Islands and what are considered many of the best trout rivers and 

wonderful spring creeks in the world.  
Continued on Page 3  
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M 
emorial 

Day has 

ushered 

in the unofficial 

start of summer, 

which means we 

have entered into 

the season of va-

cations. I hope 

everyone has the 

chance to get 

away with family 

and friends and to 

get some fishing 

in. Our club has 

trips planned to the Skeena River in British 

Columbia and Missoula, Montana, along with 

day outings on the bay and surf fishing. We 

also have our regular monthly meetings and 

the annual BB& B Outing to Torrey Pines for 

early morning surf fishing followed by a beach 

breakfast. This is just typical of what Golden 

State Flycasters has to offer its members year 

round.  

Even with all we do offer, there are so many 

more exciting things we could do if more peo-

ple would get involved and volunteer to help. 

Think about what might suit you and what 

you have to offer in either time or talent. 

Maybe you can just commit to a onetime 

event, like organizing the Fred Hall show. You 

might be able to donate a couple of hours 

every week doing a computer task from home 

or the office. Consider opening up one of your 

fishing trips to other members. The possibili-

ties are endless. Think about an area that you 

are willing to volunteer in and let me or an-

other board member know. Here is a short list 

of areas we need volunteers right now:  

Help out with the BB&B Breakfast in Au-

gust  

Organize a club showing of the film ñRed 

Goldò 

Organize and plan the ñMembers Presentò 

and Awards presentation for our Sep-

tember meeting  

Frank Kawasaki needs more volunteers to 

help with water testing on the San Luis 

Rey June 20 th & August 15th  

We could also use more help on our an-

nual raffle  

We can always use volunteers to host our 

monthly speakers at their homes for a 

night  

The board needs your support in order to 

continue and maintain all of these great 

events and programs. Go ahead and take a 

chance, volunteer. I hope to hear from you 

soon.  

June 14thôs monthly meeting will feature 

David Lambroughton and his ñEndless Sum-

mersò presentation. David is a renowned fly 

fishing photographer and his presentation 

should be a visual treat. As always check the 

web site for the latest on what is happening 

at Golden State Flycasters 

www.goldenstateflycasters.org . 

  Rod Hendrickson  

Presidentôs Message 

By Rod Hendrickson  

http://www.goldenstateflycasters.org
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Also, David will include some photographic 

tips and an evaluation on the current digital 

revolution.  

David grew up in California and when 10 -

years -old, convinced his folks that he was old 

enough to travel alone from the golden state 

to a relative's farm in Missouri where he 

would milk cows, feed pigs, and go fishing.  

In his teens, David discovered fly fishing and 

spent summers between his studies in high 

school and graduating from San Jose State 

working on cattle ranches in British Columbia 

where he developed his love for giant Kam-

loops trout.  

After college graduation, David headed to Fall 

River and a life -changing summer with Bob 

Quigley, tying flies and guiding out of the no-

torious Rickôs Lodge.  He then devoted him-

self to fishing, guiding and selling articles and 

photographs to fly fishing magazines.  For the 

next decade, he guided in California as well 

as Alaska, Oregon, Montana (including Yel-

lowstone Park), Idaho and, of course, British 

Columbia.  His thirst for exciting fishing was 

unquenchable, so off he went to Argentina, 

Russia, China, Costa Rica, England, Scotland, 

Chile, Belize, Australia . . . you get the idea.   

His photography is acclaimed around the 

world and when he last appeared at a Wilder-

ness Fly Fishersô meeting ten years ago, his 

400 images left everyone gasping with awe 

and begging for more.  His current digital pro-

gram, Another Season , is humorous and 

fast -paced and will give us all the opportunity 

to visit some of the most beautiful waters on 

earth.  This presentation is one of unparal-

leled beauty and scope.  

ñAnother Seasonò (continued) Federation of Fly Fishers  

Fund Raising Raffle  

 

Mike Russo & His Brown Trout  



Reading the Water  Page 4  

 

F 
lyfishing for steelhead and salmon on 
the West Coast got its beginnings at the 

Golden Gate Angling and Casting Club in 
San Francisco.  In the 1950s, Myron Gregory 
developed shooting head lines of approxi-

mately 30 feet attached to 100 feet long 
monofilament lines that were then attached 

to the backing line.   The shooting heads were 
floating or sinking heads that allowed the fly 
fishers to fish at or near the surface or in 

deeper holes.   This set up was designed for 
the "Double Haul" casting technique, which 

then allowed the fly fisher to cast 80 to 100 
feet distances on the larger steelhead and 

salmon rivers of California and cover more 
areas of the river.   The casting was done 
standing in small prams with coils of mono-

filament lines in the mouths of the fly fish-
ers.   The coils were released at the end of the 

double haul cast.   One individual in the film, 
Bill Schaadt, would catch hundreds of steel-
head each year and his "Army of Admirersò 

would follow him and try to understand and 

learn his fly fishing techniques.    

When the early and favored Russian River, 
north of San Francisco, was ultimately 
dammed at the headwaters and the salmon 

and steelhead were prevented from reaching 
their spawning runs, the fishery de-

clined.   The fly fishers then started their 
northerly migration by fishing the smaller 
coastal rivers and the Eel and Klamath Rivers 

until the agricultural and lumbering industries 
decimated the salmon and steelhead.   They 

eventually started fishing the Smith River, the 
only large California river that remained un -
dammed.   It was at the Smith River that the 

fly fishers began to fish in earnest for the 

large salmon and steelhead in this river.  

Some of the last remaining fly fishers were 
interviewed for this film.  They talked about 
the individuals, their accomplishments and 

their quirks.   Ultimately, they revealed their 

shortcomings by telling us they had no clue 

that their fisheries were being decimated and 
they would not rebound as they 

thought.   They assumed there were still 
plenty of remaining fish available despite 
their own migration northward in order to 

continually fly fish.  

The message was somewhat subtle and not 

resounding.   The fish and the habitat did not 
have an advocate to speak on their be-
half.   The human population was growing and 

so was the consumption of the land and our 
own recreational needs.   The lumbering, com-

mercial fishing, gold and silver mining, and 
agricultural interests took their toll with no 
mitigation measures required by government 

agencies to restore the damaged areas and 

the fisheries.  

What was the lesson learned?   If we want to 
continue our fishing forays in California, we 

need to be the advocates for the rivers, 
streams, creeks, and estuaries that we 
fish.   Will our children and grandchildren en-

joy our sport with the same passion as 
us?  Maybe not.  Will we even care if it is lost 

during our lifetime?   Will this be our leg-
acy?   The Filmmakers at the showing of the 
film announced that the donations received 

that evening would be donated to the San 
Elijo Conservancy and the San Diego Coast-

keepers.   They are non -profit organizations 
that are advocates for our fisheries.   They are 
Trout Unlimited, CalTrout, Federation of Fly-

fishers, Western Rivers Conservancy, Nature 
Conservancy, and many more.   Some of 

these organizations are literally purchasing 
land adjacent to our rivers in order to save 
the fisheries.   Look them up on Google and 

lend them your support.   Our own Trout 
Unlimited Chapter 920 in San Diego County 

could also use your support in time and ef-
fort.   We need to look in the mirror periodi-
cally and ask ourselves, we go fishing every 

chance we can get, but what are we doing to 
insure that we can continue to realize and 

utilize the investment in fly fishing parapher-
nalia we have for the next five to twenty 
years and beyond.   WHAT HAVE WE DONE 

PERSONALLY?   

Rivers of a Lost Coast  

By Frank Kawasaki  
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V 
OLUNTEERS NEEDED for our June 20, 

2009 Water Analysis on the San Luis 
Rey River.   From the time we collect 

our first water sample and deliver it to the 

San Diego Coastkeeper Laboratory, the time 
cannot exceed 6 hours.   We need at least 6 

Volunteers at 
each outing to 
meet our time 

con-
straints.   In-

stead of 3 
Teams, as we 

had in the past, 
we now try to 
fill 4 teams to 

gather water 
samples, and 

data/
information at 
the 9 sampling 

sites.   We can 
now finish by 

12:30 pm if we 
meet at 8:30am sharp at the Park N Ride at I
-15 and Highway 76.   We can then enjoy an 

informal lunch, and discuss what we learned 
and experienced that morning.   It's always a 

lot more fun when you can learn from what 
you are doing, talk fishing while driving be-
tween sampling sites, enjoying the San Diego 

County outdoors in the morning  and relaxing 
during lunch and getting to know other GSF & 

Trout Unlimited members on a personal 
level.   I, myself, learn where the Volunteers 
fish  when they have the time to do so.   Good 

information to know for future trips.  

If you want to join us for one of the last 4 

outings we will have in 2009, the dates are as 
follows:   June 20, August 15, October (date 
to be announced) and December (date to be 

announced).   Contact the following Club 

Members if you are interested:   Sandi Jacob-
son at sandij@goldenstateflycasters.org , Jack 

Marshall at marshall@econ.ucsb.edu , or Frank 

Kawasaki at frank_kawasaki@yahoo.com . 

 

 AND                   

Conservation Report  

By Frank Kawasaki  
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