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Reading The Water  

I  
f you want to learn the se-

crets of fishing in the Mam-
moth area of the eastern 

Sierra, especially Hot Creek, 
you wonôt want to miss the 
Golden State Flycasters first 

meeting of 2009.  Expert guide 
Kevin Pe-

terson will 
be our 
guest to 

give us 
tips and 

tech-
niques for 
fishing 

this area.  
Kevin 

says his 
presenta-

tion is 
loaded 
with pho-

tos and dialogue about the in-
sects, the water and the tech-

niques of how to fish the waters 
of the Eastern Sierra, with a 
special emphasis on Hot Creek.  

This is one of our ñhome fresh 
water fisheries.ò Reports indi-

cate that 85% of fly fishers who 
travel to the Mammoth Lakes 
area are from southern Califor-

nia, so join us for a great show 
as we get into our waders, pick 

up our rods and wade into this 

world class fishery.  

There is no better person to 

make this presentation than 

Kevin.  He has lived in Mam-
moth Lakes since 1982 and has 

been guiding the waters of the 
Eastern Sierra for more than 23 
years. For several years, Kevin 

was the co -owner of The Trout 
Fly and The 

Trout Fitter 
fly shops, 
as well as 

their lead 
guide. As a 

Federation 
of Fly Fish-
ers Certi-

fied Fly 
Casting in-

structor, 
Kevin 

teaches be-
ginners all 
of the skills 

needed to start a lifetime of fly 
fishing adventures or he can 

teach an old dog a new trick or 

two.  

Kevin was born in Wyoming, 

where his father worked for the 
Wyoming Department of Game 

and Fish, along with being a 
hunting and fishing guide.  Un-
derstandably, Kevin learned 

both sports at a very early age.  
When he was three, the family 

moved to Fort Collins, Colorado, 
where Kevin really developed 

Kevin PetersonñThe Eastern Sierra & Hot Creek  

Continued on page 3 
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Presidentõs Message 

By Rod Hendrickson  

H 
appy New Year Eve-

ryone! I hope you all 

had a great holiday 

season. Iôm looking forward to 

the New Year and all thatôs in 

store, including fly fishing, of 

course. Whether youôre plan-

ning big trips to far off loca-

tions or staying close to home 

and fishing our local waters, 

fly fishing and the enjoyment 

it brings is an important part of 

our lives. For many reasons, it 

offers a much needed break 

from our busy schedules, 

whether weôre with our friends and family, or looking for 

some solitude on the water. Itôs a great way to experience 

nature and enjoy the wonderful world in which we live. 

At the start of each New Year, I personally never feel 

quite "rightò until I have a trip on the calendar. By Febru-

ary or March, I like to have a Montana guide booked for 

July, plans for a winter weekend in Bishop, and a family 

vacation scheduled with at least an afternoon or two on 

the water.  

The club will be helping to round out all of our calendars 

again this year. Weôll be setting the dates in the near fu-

ture for our Bishop trip in February and our Sierra trip in 

May. We already have an opportunity for a salmon and 

steelhead expedition to the Skeena River system which 

was put together by Clive Furrows. If my arm is twisted 

hard enough, I may lead another trip to Montana in July.  

Let me encourage any-

one else who is plan-

ning a trip to consider 

opening it up to the 

club members. It works 

well when someone 

who is familiar with a 

particular area and has 

contacts with local 

guides is willing to 

lead a club trip.  Those who donôt have the knowledge or 

experience to take the trip on their own will definitely 

benefit from your previous experiences in an area.  

As always, GSF will be putting together classes and clin-

ics to improve our skills and knowledge. Steve Piper will 

again lead his highly informative and fun surf fishing 

clinic. We could also repeat the popular Conway Bowman 

bass clinics and Mako on the fly clinic and trip. If anyone 

has specific ideas or requests, let us know.  

Frank Kawasaki and his conservation core have a number 

of projects coming up this year.  During the last year they 

have helped to make a big impact on local water quality 

testing as well as finding improved conditions in a num-

ber of the streams they have been working.  Your help is 

needed and Frank is happy to have new volunteers. 

Last but not least, Iôm looking forward to the great speak-

ers we have lined up for our monthly meetings. At Janu-

aryôs meeting, Kevin Peterson will be speaking about 

fishing the eastern Sierras and Hot Creek. Future speakers 

will be covering a wide range of topics from fly fishing 

for bass to angling in Alaska. Consider how you can take 

advantage of what the club has to offer this year and go 

fishing with the Golden State Flycasters.  

I hope to see you at this monthôs meeting at Tio Leoôs on 

January 12th. 

Rod Hendrickson  
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his outdoor skills.  Most of his free time was 
spent fly fishing on the Thompson or Poudre 
Rivers.  Then, when Kevin was nine, the fam-

ily moved to Costa Rica where he added surf-

ing to his repertoire.   

Upon graduating from the Costa Rica Acad-
emy in 1974, Kevin moved to Houston, 
Texas, and spent time in Galveston fishing for 

redfish and speckled sea trout.  Fast - forward 
four years and Kevin moves to Santa Barbara 

where he continues fly fishing, while adding 
scuba diving to his activities.  After realizing 
that he was spending a lot of time driving to 

Mammoth to fly fish, ski and hunt, Kevin 
moved there permanently in 1982 and, after 

a few years, became a part - time guide for 
Fred Rowe at The Sierra Bright Dot.  Soon he 

was working full - time and by 1986, he be-
came a partner in The Eastside Guide Service 
and the newly opened Trout Fly Shop.  He has 

been featured on four episodes of ñInside 
Sportfishingò on the Fox network, as well as 

three episodes of "Familiar Waters" with Mike 
Pawlawski on The Outdoor Channel.  While he 
loves to fly fish around his home, he also 

fishes for Bonefish in the Bahamas, Tarpon in 
Florida and Sailfish, Dorado and Tuna in 

Costa Rica. He also guides Steelhead fishing 
in Northern California from November through 

December.  

Kevin and his wife Lisa are now managing Hot 
Creek Ranch right outside Mammoth Lakes. 

Come and enjoy this program and discover 
why Kevin has so many clients who call him 
"FRIEND!"  He told us that his presentation 

could make the difference between a good 

day on Hot Creek and a GREAT day!   

You can find Kevin on the web at 
www.kevinpetersonflyfishing.com  or 
www.hotcreekranch.com  or he can be 

reached at (760)937 -0519.  

Kevin Peterson (continued) Scenes from the 2008 

http://www.kevinpetersonflyfishing.com/
http://www.hotcreekranch.com/
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T 
he excellent lunch prepared by chef Keem had 

hardly settled before we got into our boots and 

waders, assembled equipment and headed to the 

river for the first afternoon of fishing. As we paralleled 

the river in our ATV-drawn wagons, we could see waves 

of silver (Coho) salmon coming up river with the incom-

ing tide. I have no idea how many fish were in each 

schoolðperhaps a hundred or moreðstretching 20 to 30 

feet across. The push of fish racing upstream formed 

small bow wakes. 

Our wagon of 

six fishermen 

came to a 

haltéit was 

time to fish. 

The line soon 

went tight on 

the rod of the 

fisherman fur-

thest down-

stream. Within seconds, three more were hooked up as the 

school of silvers worked its way upstream. As soon as the 

fish felt the hook, they would take off on cart wheeling 

runs that stripped backing from reels and tested the fish-

fighting skills of the fishermen. Those with reels designed 

to ñhold lineò soon realized their equipment was incapa-

ble of putting heat to these fish, which had spent their en-

tire adult lives in the salt until less than an hour ago.  

As fish after fish was landed and the hook-ups continued, 

our trout-fishing poise and self-restraint quickly gave way 

to war whoops and accusations of grandstanding. Just as 

the fishing would slow a bit another squadron of salmon 

would show up and the hook-ups resumed, as did the 

shouts of excitement. Men ran upstream and down, in 

front of and behind each other, to uncross lines and coax 

fish to the beach in repeated scenes of near pandemo-

nium. We were boys again for a few hours. 

By the end of the afternoon, our arms had turned mushy 

from fighting fish and casting, the fish boxes were full, 

and it was time to head for the lodge for libations.  

This scenario played out again and again over the next six 

days. We experienced several days of high winds and 

rainðdescribed as ñextreme fishingò by the more gonzo 

fishermen in our groupðas 2008 was one of the wettest 

summers in many a year. Nevertheless, the fishing was 

great throughout the week. 

The Tsiu River 

Alaska Fishing, The Complete Guideé, by Rene Limeres 

and Gunnar Pedersen, which may be the anglerôs bible for 

fishing Alaska, describes the Tsiu (pronounced sigh-you) 

as ñPhenomenally productive for its size, the Tsiu has 

been called the óbest Coho stream in all of Alaskaô by 

both area fishing guides and biologists.ò 

The Coho run is late August to early October. Up to 

162,000 silvers per year have returned to the Tsiu River 

system, and the average run is about 77,000 silvers. The 

fish caught by our party averaged about 12-13 pounds, 

with the largest being 19 pounds. 

On the River 

The Tsiu may be the perfect wading river, as you are fish-

ing a gravel and sand bottom and there are no slippery 

rocks or swift water to contend with. It runs parallel to the 

shore of the Gulf of Alaska for its last five miles before 

emptying into the ocean. To the south, the Tsiu is sepa-

rated from the Gulf by a narrow sand peninsula, and you 

can often hear the crash of breakers while wading the 

river. The snow-caped Wrangell Mountain Range pro-

vides a backdrop to the north. We witnessed a myriad of 

cloud formations that only this rugged environment can 

offer up, and huge flocks of migrating Sandhill Cranes, 

ducks, and other waterfowl. Fresh bear tracks were spot-

ted on the river banks each morning. 

 

Silvers on the Tsiu 

Best Coho stream in all of Alaska! 

By Pat Case  

Continued on Page 5 

Silvers on the Tsiu 

Best Coho stream in all of Alaska! 
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What makes silvers (Coho) perhaps the ideal freshwater 

game fish is their acrobatic, sizzling runs that will consis-

tently go into your backing. However, fishing the Tsiuð

or fishing for silvers anywhere, in my experienceðis nei-

ther technical nor finesse fishing. Getting dialed in is a 

matter of finding where in the relatively shallow water 

column the fishing are and what color fly they are hitting 

that day. 

You are typically fishing in clear water, two to five feet 

deep, and a floating line is adequate. This year, the water 

was higher than normal, and a four to five foot sink tip 

proved to be the ticket. I recommend having spools of 

both floating and sink tip lines in your arsenal. Seven to 

nine weight rods, matched with a reel with a big-game 

drag, will get the job done. 

The leaders do not have to be complicatedðstraight 12 to 

15 pound tippet material will do fine. If using a sink tip, 

keep the leader to a total length of four to five feet; while 

a leader in the nine foot range will serve you better if us-

ing a floating line, especially with top water flies. 

Bring lightly weighted streamers in a variety of colors, 

especially chartreuse, purple, pink, black, and white, and 

in combinations of those colors, tied on #2 to #1/0 hooks. 

On our trip, we quickly adopted that old saltwater mantra: 

ñIt ainôt no use if it ainôt chartreuse.ò In the course of the 

week of fishing, numerous streamer designs in the above 

colors were successful. 

Logistics & Lodging 

The river is approximately 235 miles southeast of An-

chorage, and about 100 miles east of Cordova. There are 

two ways to fish the Tsiu: Fly in for the day or stay at a 

lodge on the river. However, there are significant disad-

vantages to flying in for the day, not the least of which are 

maybe not getting there on the day you have scheduled 

due to bad weather; and getting stuck on the river without 

a place to stay because your air taxi canôt get back to pick 

you up because of the weather. 

We chose to stay at Driftwood Lodge (Alaska Expedition 

Company). Guests fly in and out of Driftwood Lodge 

from Anchorage via a chartered DC-3. We stayed with 

AES because of couple of us had stayed with them in 

years past, and knew first hand of the high quality of its 

services. Also, duck hunting is included in your stay. 

The hospitality of Charles, Jody, and their staff is only 

exceeded by the meals served up by Chef Keem, who has 

been with the lodge 11 seasons. The dinner entrees in-

cluded peppered beef tenderloin, pork tenderloin, hot and 

crunchy halibut, and grilled salmon fillets.  

If your passion is fly fishing for silver salmon, and lots of 

them, give the Tsiu River a try. There may be Coho fish-

eries as good as the Tsiu, but none better.  

Silvers on the Tsiu (continued) 

Pat Case and guide with a nice Coho from the Tsiu River. 

Looking for another Coho. 
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T 
his is a tale of two rivers.  One big, open, wide and 

lacking signs of people like the country it is in, 

with fish that do not hesitate to take a meal as if it 

was their last.  The other river is mysterious, steeped in 

history both in its fishing lore and the people who called it 

their home waters.  Both share a familiar connection to 

the backbone of the ecology of the region and the ever 

pressing surge of humanity upon it.  Each has its chal-

lenges as well as 

beauty.  Each is 

revered in the re-

gion for its own 

virtues.  Both are 

memorable. 

 

Buffalo Fork  

It is the last day of 

my first ever visit 

to Wyoming, the 

air is crisp and 

cool with a smat-

tering of cloud 

cover that foreshadows the first fall snow storm of the 

season.  The aspens are a collage of oranges, reds, yel-

lows and greens reminiscent of cutthroats that inhabit the 

waters.   

 

My wife Caroline and I had enjoyed four glorious blue-

bird days of the Tetons, Jackson and Yellowstone.  Buf-

falo, moose, bald eagles, elk, pronghorn and the abundant 

shutterbug-gawkers were everywhere you went. 

 

We took the requisite drive through Yellowstone, and 

drove and drove and drove. It seems like all we did was 

drive.  I made the mandatory pilgrimage to the Firehole, 

Madison and Gibbon, resulting in a few fish.  The next 

day, after a fruitless hour of emptying my fly box of all 18 

and smaller flies on the Soda Butte, I learned firsthand the 

repeated words of local advice.  Bigger and bushier is 

better.  A knockoff size 10 Power Ant from my own vice 

delivered no less than a dozen Yellowstone Cutts in 30 

minutes.  Caroline deserves the credit for reminding me, 

ñDid you ever use those flies you stayed up all night ty-

ingò.  Yellowstone is a place every fly fisherman needs to 

fish at least once in their life.   

 

Then there was the Snake River. Not as many places to 

wade as the Snake are a huge and powerful river.  One 

must walk miles between fishable braids in the river.  

Now I understand the value of the drift boat.  But once 

you do find those places the Fine Spotted Snake River 

Cutthroat reminds you why you are there.  It is a smart 

and strong fish that rivals the Golden Trout in beauty.  

Wild merciless attacks on a size 8 Chernobyl Ant are the 

norm.  One wonders what posses the fish to take these 

novelty souvenirs.   Maybe they like the challenge. 

 

But I am on the Buffalo Fork; a seldom fished local favor-

ite tributary to the Snake River, just upstream of Moran 

junction near our cabin.   It is one of the many streams 

you pass on your way to Yellowstone, and wonder if it 

was good to fish.   The river is one of a few spawning 

grounds for the Fine Spotted Snake River Cutthroat and 

important waters for its survival.  But the Buffalo Fork is 

also like most other rivers, slowly dwindling to the de-

mands of irrigation and ranching. 

 

I walk some distance to get to the river and even more to 

find fish.  Everything in Wyoming is huge but my bench 

mark is the Lower Owens River so I accept the difference. 

I become accustomed to the walks and realize the benefit 

of the time to soak in all the richness and beauty that is 

around me.   

 

This is a place that overwhelmed the senses.  A series of 

long shrills echo in the trees 50 yards away.  Three bull 

elk are bugling over, and eventually will come to blows 

over who reigns supreme over the harem.  I still get goose 

bumps thinking about that sound.  An eagleôs nest sits 

majestically on top of an abandoned telephone pole.  A 

brilliant orange flash, and a huge foam fly disappears with 

reckless abandon. This is the stuff fly fishing is made of. 

 

Metolius 

I am standing in the Dolly Hole. It is named for the bull 

trout, called Dolly Varden in some parts that inhabit this 

hole.   The trout, char actually, are large, 10 pound scary 

large.  When the light is right these bests can be seen hun-

kering down on the bottom. The drooling fishermen are 

much easier to spot. 

 

Buffalo Fork River  

The Tale of Two Rivers  

Buffalo Fork & Metolius  

By Brad Fenton  

Continued on page 9 
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O 
n December 6, 2008, we had a Water 

Analysis field day on our nine sites on 
the San Luis Rey River and some of 

the tributaries.   We expected the River to 
change due to the early rainfall we received 
already, but the same conditions we saw in 

October, 2008, prevailed.   Our Volunteers in-
cluded Skip Price, Jim Brown, Tom French 

and Jerry Wilson.  

 

   Meeting Details  

 
 Where:  Tio Leoôs Mexican Restaurant 

    3510 Valley Centre Dr.  San Diego (Carmel Valley) 

    (see map on back page) 

 When:  Wet Flies 6PM, Dinner 6:45 PM, Program 7:30 PM 

 Cost:   $15 for meal (includes tax and tip) 

 Menu:  3 entrée choices. Beverages are extra 

A bioassessment of 

the US Forest Picnic 
Area, downstream of 

Lake Henshaw, was 
conducted on Decem-
ber 12, 2008, prior to 

the weekend rain-
storm.   A 150 meter 

stretch was measured 
in 15 meter increments, analyzed, macro in-
vertebrates were collected, stream flow 

measured, shade density measured, stream 
slope measured, GPS readings recorded, pho-

tos taken, water chemistry data taken.   The 
macro invertebrates collected were interest-
ing.   A blue wing olive adult was captured 

and collected, along with dragonfly nymphs 
and an abundance of caddis nymphs.   The 

macro invertebrates were taken to a State 
Certified Laboratory.   We will be receiving 

their analysis and data to be eventually for-
warded to the Dept of Fish and Game as a 
part of our Grant.   Due to the imminent rain-

fall forecast for that weekend, we collected 
our last water temperature logger at this site 

and downloaded the information recorded 
every hour on the hour, 24 hours a day, into 
a lap top computer.   All of this information 

will eventually available on our Club web site 
in the near future and at the conclusion of 

our data collection.  

Conservation Update  

By Frank Kawasaki 

Frank Kawasaki & Skip Price 

Macroinvertebrate 
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GSF Says Thank You!!  

By  Steve Piper  

O 
ur annual December party provides an opportu-

nity for members to celebrate the holidays and to 

look back over the year.  As at past holiday par-

ties, GSF recognized the volunteers that have kept it go-

ing and growing.   

The GSF Board of Directors 

honored one member, Joe 

Hall, who served the club 

well over the last year.   Joe 

was the GSF President but he 

also served as Website Chair-

man and helped with our fly 

tying classes.   Given Joe's 

love for micro-trout fishing in 

the Lee Vining area, the GSF 

board members donated the 

majority of the cost of a Sage 

TXL 2-weight rod with the 

club providing the balance.   

Thanks to Peter Piconi of SoCal Fly Fishing Outfitters for 

discounting the rod. 

Several other volunteers have served above and beyond 

the call of duty.  Sandi Jacobson just stepped down from 

the Board after a great run of 4 years.  She served the club 

as President, Vice President, Director, and Conservation 

Chairman.  Sandi was responsible for kick starting the 

club conservation program, lining up grant money and 

tightening up the club operations. Fortunately, Sandi con-

tinues to work with new Conservation Chairman Frank 

Kawasaki, Jack Marshall and others on our conservation 

projects.   It was a pleasure to serve with Sandi. 

Chuck Waterman also stepped down in September after a 

year on the board during which he served as Philanthropy 

Chairman, exploring possibilities for GSF to serve the fly 

fishing community, the head of our fly tying classes, and 

Silent Auction coordinator.  Chuck will continue on with 

fly tying and the auction again this year. 

Sandi and Chuck were replaced on the board by Bob Day 

and Mike McClain who continue to serve as the Member-

ship Chairman and Programs Chairman respectively.   

Bob recently signed on as the Newsletter Editor to replace 

Randy Smith who turned out our great newsletter for 18 

months.  Thank you to all three. 

Andy Firtel was our Annual Raffle Chairman and served 

on the board until February and Dave Johnson served as 

our first and only Trips Chairman and stepped down in 

February.  Both contributed lots of time and great ideas to 

the club.  Their work is much appreciated. 

At our September Meeting and the GSF December Holi-

day Party each of our chairmen and 2007-08 Board Mem-

bers were recognized and given a cherry fly box engraved 

with our new GSF logo.  Newsletter Editor Randy Smith 

received a Simms soft shell jacket. 

Many other club members volunteered their time to sup-

port the club by working at the Fred Hall Show, coordi-

nating trips, and helping with the Annual Raffle, surf fish-

ing clinics, August BBB Breakfast, GSF table and BBQ at 

the SoCal Fly Fishing Outfitters Grand Opening, and 

many other events.   Norman Orida was directly responsi-

ble for gathering many of the raffle items for the Annual 

Raffle while others contributed prizes.  Dave and Lynn 

Moon and Chuck and Michelle Waterman hosted a num-

ber of our speakers at their homes.  Thank you to all of 

you for making our club stronger. 

At our Holiday Party, Joe Hall presented GSF T-shirts to 

club members volunteering their time to the fly tying pro-

gram at the Wounded Warrior facility at Camp Pendleton.  

Frank Kawasaki honored conservation volunteers with 

GSF caps. 

It is gratifying that each year, the number of volunteers 

and volunteer contributions have increased.  If I have not 

mentioned a particular program or person, rest assured 

that we all appreciate your contributions. 

GSF is now 6 years old, and it seems fitting that we con-

tinue to recognize those who give so much.  We would 

love your thoughts and ideas. 


