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Reading The Water  

Golden State Flycasters Upcoming Events  

The year is nearly 3/4 over and it is time to plan for the rest of the year and 2010.  Our 

next meeting is not until Monday, September  28, 2009.   The meeting will be Members 

Present and more speakers are welcome.  Last year, we had presentations on New Zea-

land, the Green River, San Diego Bay, Picking a Guide and Montana.  This year we have 

presentations on Tying Flies for Places You Have Never Been, Spain Fly Fishing and  the 

GSF Montana trip.   

If you have done some fun fishing this year please share with the club.  If you tried some-

thing new, let us know how it worked and how to do it or not do it.   If you need some 

help creating a presentation, we can get you some help from the Board of Directors or 

other members.   

Our next fiscal year begins October 1st and the Board of Directors is always looking for 

new blood and new ideas.  If you are interested, contact any member of the Board of Di-

rectors and they will be happy to help you get involved.  

The rest of 2009 and all of 2010 are full of great guest speakers for our meetings.    

Next Meeting  

Monday, September 28, 2009  

Members Present  

 October 12, 2009  Trapper Badovinac  ñSolitude-Finding & Fishing Small Western 

Streamsò 

November 16, 2009  Skip Morris  ñFishing the Surface of a Trout Lakeò 

January 18, 2010  Carl Stout  ñGreen Riverò 

February 15, 2010  Steve Cooper  òBronze Back Feverò 

April 12, 2010  Ken Iwamasa  ñFly Fishing Coloradoò 

May 17, 2010  Dave McCoy  ñFly Fishing Washingtonò 

June 14, 2010  Terry Gunn  ñThe New Leeôs Ferryò 

July 12, 2010  Ed Engle  ñCatching Difficult Troutò 

October 18, 2010  Mike St. Claire  ñBamboo Rods-History & Influence on Fly Fish-

ingò 

November 16,2010  Jeff Bright  ñFly Fishing the Skeena River Systemò 
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By the time you read this the 

Breakers, Beans, and Breakfast 

(BBB) will have happened and 

to all those who, attended I 

hope you had a great time get-

ting together, doing a little 

fishing, some eating and catch-

ing up with each other.  It 

seems like itôs been a long 

time since we met back in July 

and heard Ken Hanleyôs pres-

entation on bass fishing. I 

would be interested to know if 

any of you had a chance to put into practice anything you 

learned from his presentation.  

Recently Golden State Flycasters made two significant 

donations the Board of Directors felt to be very worthy 

causes. The first donation was $500 to the 11th annual 

ñFishing in the Pinesò fishing derby for kids. It takes 

place September 26th at Lake Cuyamaca. Although it is 

not a fly fishing event, itôs a great opportunity for kids to 

have a great time and enjoy fishing. They are given an 

assortment of tackle they can use for fishing that day and 

they have a chance to win a lot of great prizes. Two years 

ago Steve Piper and I went up for the day to help out, 

which meant going around the lake and checking to see if 

anyone needed help rigging up. It was great fun watching 

the excited kids do their best to catch a fish. Iôll never 

forget the little girl we saw beaming with pride because 

she had just reeled in a nice sized trout on her own 

ñBarbieò fishing pole. All her older brother could say 

with disgust was, ñshe always catches fish with that pole.ò 

We have donated to ñFishing in the Pinesò for the last 

three years and hope to continue our support in the years 

to come. 

Our second donation was $1,350 ($350 from our TU 

funds) to Trout Unlimited California to help fund the first 

paid position within the organization. This position is a 

grassroots organizer who will work to conserve and pro-

tect our stateôs trout, salmon, and steelhead fisheries. His 

name is Kent MacIntosh.  I had a chance to meet him 

when I attended the last TU California quarterly meeting 

in Dana Point this spring. He is passionate about saving 

our fish and their habitat and Iôm sure he will be a great 

advocate throughout the state. The board felt this would 

be a great investment of club funds due to the important 

work to be done and because we could partner together 

with other TU chapters and TU national. We know that 

most of the work will be done in the northern part of the 

state, but most of us have fished the area and would like 

to again. Those of us who were able to go to the showing 

of the documentary ñRivers of a Lost Coastò earlier this 

summer saw what a fantastic fishery we had in the state 

not long ago; it is easy to see the value of protecting what 

we have left and restoring areas wherever possible. We 

will work to supplement the TU donation by selling Trout 

Unlimited ñKlean Kanteensò at our next monthly meet-

ing.  Again, these donations will help fund the new grass-

roots organizer position, and his work will have a direct 

influence on fishing in our state. 

These two donations combined with the money we spent 

to supply the fly tying equipment to the marines at the 

ñWounded Warrior Battalionò  adds up to over $3,000 the 

club has donated to worthy causes this year. These dona-

tions satisfy the clubôs Mission Statement and I think they 

are something our organization should continue to do 

with pride over the years to come. I would like to thank 

all our members for your support of the club through the 

buying of raffle tickets at our monthly meetings and for 

the big annual raffle and auction. I encourage you to con-

tinue you support throughout the next year so we can con-

tinue to expand our programs and our giving back to the 

sport we love. 

Six of us will be leaving on September 10th for what has 

become our annual Golden State Flycasters club trip to 

Montana. We will be spending two days on guided float 

Presidentôs Message 

By Rod Hendrickson  

Presidentôs Message 

Continued on Page 3  



Reading the Water  Page 3  

T 
he BBB was 

another great 

success this 

year as long as you 

werenôt really expect-

ing someone to catch 

a Corbina. I think we 

should offer prize money to anyone who catches one and 

keep adding to it until someone does catch one at the 

BBB.  A few people caught some fish and Steve Piper 

won a GSF tee shirt for catching the most fish.  

Catching fish isnôt the main reason to go to the BBB.  

You get a great breakfast on a beautiful beach and you get 

to hang out with old and new fishing friends. We had 

close to 30 people attend the event this year. Steve Piper 

gave a short clinic on surf fishing. Ken Kaufman and his 

step son Kyle Castro did the 

lionôs share of the cooking. 

Thank you to all the other peo-

ple who helped with the cook-

ing, setup and breakdown. Iôd 

like to especially thank John 

Wohlfiel for hauling all his gear 

down to the beach, just like he 

does every year. I hope all of 

you that made it had fun and 

those of you that didnôt come, see you next year! 

trips and the balance of our time small stream fishing all 

around the Missoula area. I will be putting together a 

presentation about the trip for the ñMembers Present 

Nightò on September 28th at Tio Leoôs.  

I hope to see you all there. 

Rod Hendrickson 

Presidentôs Message (cont.) 4th Annual BBB  

By Rod Hendrickson  
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M 
y daughter and her fiancé, Mike, recently moved to Union, NJ to attend 

Seton Hall Law School.  It is a big time in their lives and of course 

they wanted Kathy and me to come help them get situated and put 

together the 8 pieces of furniture I built them for their apartment and office.  We 

also had to meet the new puppy, Binkie Bleu Bordeaux, a Renaissance Bulldog.  

Being the fishing opportunist I am, I contacted Captain Joe Mattioli of 

www.flyfishingnj.com to set up a striper trip.  I also remembered that my stock 

broker, Marti Butler, was an avid fly fisherman and he was happy to join us.  It is 

always good to put a face to the name and voice of the man in charge of your IRA.  

Two of my best moves of the trip!! 

Marti and I met Captain Joe 

at the Great Kills Marina in 

Staten Island at 5:30 AM on 

Sunday July 19.  Driving in 

a place like New Jersey/New 

York is definitely different 

than San Diego.  However, 

thanks to Becky the GPS I 

made it to this beautiful 

Marina early and had a 

chance to watch the sunrise 

over New York City across the bay.  I found out quickly that Marti is an outgoing 

and happy guy who loves to fish so I was in great company and ready for some 

action. 

We left Great Kills Marina in Captain Joeôs Oceanmaster 31 powered by twin 250 

horse outboards.  The boat is a center console full walk around with massive areas 

to fish from.  Very fast and very stable as we headed south looking for working 

birds.  Within 15 minutes Captain Joe had us in the diving birds setting up position 

with a view of the Empire State Building off in the distance.  There were hundreds 

of terns circling the waters waiting for the bait to be pushed to the surface.  It was 

not long before they condensed themselves as bait started breaking on the surface.  

Captain Joe expertly moved us in position for the first cast. 

W 
e were in 30-40ô 

of water with the 

fish moving up 

and down the water column 

pushing the bait up.  The 

technique was to use a 9 

weight or bigger fly rod with a 

450 grain shooting head, 20# 

leader and cast out 40-50 feet 

and then mend your remaining 

fly line into the water and let it 

sink.  The flies were large 

Clouser type flies in green and 

white with significant flash in 

them.  Once the line came tight, long medium speed strips were the instructions 

from the Captain.  On the second cast and third strip I was on a nice Striped Bass 

which took me right to the reel 

immediately.  After a 10 min-

ute fight, my first New Jersey 

Striper was on the boat.  The 

bait went down and the birds 

spread out so Joe looked for 

another spot of diving birds. 

Off we went again and the 

same scenario.  Cast and strip 

and on again.  Marti cast and 

striped and he was on as well.  

The bait went down, the birds 

went up and we moved to 

another spot and did it again.  

Over the next two hours Marti 

and I had at least four double hook ups and at one point Captain Joe had one at the 

same time on a spinning reel with a surface popper.  On at least three stops Captain 

Joe positioned the boat and the fish and birds came right to us with massive meter 

marks under the boat.  He predicted at least two of the double hookups.  I had my 

Sage Largemouth Bass Rod ready with a popper in hopes that the Stripers or the 

Blue Fish would boil on the surface.  

They never came all the way to 

crashing the surface but it was obvi-

ous where they were. 

T 
he bird chasing died down 

so we moved to one of the 

lighthouse islands in the 

bay.  There was a very strong cur-

rent moving around this small is-

land.  Captain Joe positioned us at 

the north end of the island in close 

enough for us to reach the rocks 

with our casts.  We casted above the 

bow of the boat, mended the line out 

and let it sink until the line came 

perpendicular to the boat then we began our stripping.  Another boat was working 

the island by trolling around its perimeter.  On the third pass alone the island, Marti 

was on a quality fish that was working him hard with the current.  After 10 minutes 

he got color on a nice Blue Fish.  A couple more passes along the island and I was 

on a nice Striper working me in the current.   

Captain Joe moved us to other spots in the bay near islands and had us working the 

rocks and rocky points of the island.  We pulled one or two fish out of each spot 

before heading back to the marina.  Marti and Captain Joe both wanted the boy 

from California to experience a blue fish so we went to a spot in the Great Kill 

New York Stripers  

On The Fly  

By Bob Day  

Continued on Page 5  

One of many doubles!  

Birds were everywhere!!  

Bob Day & Joe Mattioli  

Bob Day  Marti Butler  

http://www.flyfishingnj.com
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Marina where home guard Blues hung out.  I had three blues on my fly but each 

time their barracuda like teeth sawed me off.   

Both Marti and Captain Joe felt the striper fishing was phenomenal for that time of 

year.  Captain Joe had told me before the trip that the plan was stripers early until 

the sun came up then it would be blue fish the rest of the morning.  That was not the 

case.  It was wide open striper fishing all morning long.  By the end of the morning, 

Marti and I had landed 19 Striped Bass and 1 Blue Fish.  Captain Joe Mattioli is 

highly recommended by me and Marti for a great fishing experience.  I will be 

planning visits to see my daughter around fishing with Captain Joe and Marti in the 

very near future. 

 

 

NY Stripers (cont.)  

Two Very Happy Striper Fishermen!!  
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W 
e just completed our third to the last 

water analysis trip to the San Luis 
Rey River for the Department of Fish 

and Game Steelhead Recovery Program.  We 
were fortunate to have 11 GSF/TU Members 
volunteering their valuable time to collect wa-

ter samples and record data.   The volunteers 
included Jerry Wilson, Jay Hood, Bruce Jen-

kinson, Frank Grant and his son Brandon 
Grant, Dale Dalrymple, Malcolm McCollum 
and the 4 Team Leaders: Skip Price, Jack 

Marshall, Sandi Jacobson and Frank Kawa-

saki.  

All nine sites on 
the San Luis Rey 
River and tribu-

taries Pauma 
Creek and Go-

mez Creek were 
visited and sam-
ples col-

lected.   We en-
joyed an infor-

mal tailgate 
lunch of sand-
wiches, potato salad, chips and Sandi's favor-

ite "Brownie Bites".   Jack Marshall tutored an 
informal seminar on the art of fly casting, de-

spite the welcome or unwelcome breeze, at 
the Park N Ride lot.   We had plenty of time to 
socialize and discuss the experiences of the 

morning.   Three of the Volunteers were first 

timers, but they picked up the routine read-

ily.   "Thank you Volunteers".    

Our next two outings are scheduled for Octo-

ber 17 and December 12.   Please put these 

dates on your calendar.  

I  
 attended the Cali-

fornia DFG spon-
sored Marine Life 

Protection Act (MLPA) 
Hearing in Carls-
bad.   The Hearing was 

to obtain input on cre-
ating fishery sanctuar-

ies or protection zones 
for consideration by 
the DFG Commission at 

a future date.   The 
DFG was in the process 

of developing an ap-
proximate 11 square 

mile zone from Torrey 
Pines State Beach northward prohibiting surf 
fishing and off shore fishing along the Del Mar 

coastline.   I watched one room of attendees 
move the southerly boundary of the no fish-

ing zone northward until it started at an area 
close to Swami's Beach.   I don't know what 
occurred in the other two rooms.   I learned 

very quickly that in order to participate in 
these hearings effectively, you had to be 

there as an advocate very early in the begin-
ning of the series.   It was certainly an eye 
and ear opening experience for me to watch 

and hear the proceedings.   I have to admit 
that many of the acronyms utilized during the 

course of the Hearing went over my head.   It 
also became difficult to know whether I 
should represent the Golden State Flycasters 

as an advocate to develop some "no fishing" 
zones to protect the ecosystem food chain as 

a Conservationist, or speak as an advocate 
for recreational sport fishers.   I even went 
through the process of contacting our Trout 

Unlimited National Office in Arlington, Virginia 
to verify if they had a National Policy that I 

could refer to in case I wanted to speak up on 
specific issues.   TU National had no national 

Conservation Report  

By Frank Kawasaki  

GSF/TU Water Analysis Team  

Sandi & Dale  

Jack Marshall  

Continued on Page 7  
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   Meeting Details  

 
 Where:  Tio Leoôs Mexican Restaurant 

    3510 Valley Centre Dr.  San Diego (Carmel Valley) 

    (see map on back page) 

 When:  Wet Flies 6PM, Dinner 6:45 PM, Program 7:30 PM 

 Cost:   $15 for meal (includes tax and tip) 

 Menu:  3 entrée choices. Beverages are extra 

policy in regards to fish sanctuaries, but they 

did say that they are considering a need to 
develop one for the Northwest coast for the 
salmonids population that includes steelhead 

trout.  

Lastly, I hope you saw the article on the front 

page of the San Diego Union related to the 
water needed for the steelhead in the San 
Luis Rey River at a time when we are experi-

encing drought conditions.   Steelhead have 
been listed as an "Endangered Species" in 

Southern California and it may have a priority 

in the decision making process by the Federal 

Government.   Some or all of us may be af-
fected by this controversy and we all need to 

be kept informed.   

Jay, Skip & Bruce  

Conservation Report (cont.)  

 

Contemplating the dayôs work. 


